
Braughing Neighbourhood Plan Examination 

Questions of clarification from the Examiner to the Parish Council and EHDC 

 

Having completed my initial review of the Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan), I would be grateful 

if both Councils could kindly assist me as appropriate in answering the following questions 

which either relate to matters of fact or are areas in which I seek clarification or further 

information.  Please do not send or direct me to evidence that is not already publicly available. 

 

1. Please confirm the dates of the pre-submission (Regulation 14) period of consultation. 

 

2. A neighbourhood plan must be compatible with European Union (EU) obligations and  

Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes 

on the environment is relevant.  Its purpose is to provide a high level of protection of the 

environment by incorporating environmental considerations into the process of preparing 

plans and programmes.  This Directive is commonly referred to as the Strategic 

Environment Assessment (SEA) Directive.  The Directive is transposed into UK law through 

the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (EAPPR).   

 

Either a statement of reasons for a determination under Regulation 9 (1) of the EAPPR that 

the Plan proposal is unlikely to have significant environmental effects or an environmental 

report prepared in accordance with Regulation 12 of the EAPPR must be included with the 

Plan proposal when it is submitted to the local planning authority. 

 

In this case, EHDC has made a determination that SEA (and Habitats Regulation 

Assessment (HRA)) are not required and this Screening Report is attached as Appendix A to 

the Basic Conditions Statement.  A Sustainability Appraisal has been submitted.  Given that 

it is ultimately EHDC’s responsibility to determine whether EU obligations are met as the 

Plan progresses towards adoption, I consider it would be appropriate for me to rely on 

EHDC’s determination. 

 

However, in so doing, it would be helpful to have sight of any supporting documentation 

that led EHDC to this conclusion on SEA and HRA together with confirmation of the 

consultation undertaken with the statutory consultees including relevant dates and 

whether any responses were received and if so, copies be provided. 

 

Should this then be found to meet the requirements, I then intend to treat the 

Sustainability Appraisal as a supporting evidence document. 

 

3. In relation to Policy 4, a representation indicates that land to the rear of 7 Green End has 

been incorrectly shown and classified as brownfield land.  Please could this be checked 

and advise me accordingly. 

  

4. Please provide a simple map identifying all the sites which were assessed and are referred 

to in the AECOM Report as L1 – L13, SL1 – SL5, P1 – P4 as I cannot identify the location of 

the assessed sites from the documentation. 

 

5. In relation to Policy 6: 

a. A representation from the landowner indicates that the site map is inaccurate.  

Please confirm the situation. 



b. Please update me on the status of the planning application referred to on page 30 

of the Plan and/or any other relevant planning history I should be aware of 

c. Although the policy itself does not refer to vehicular access, the plan on page 31 of 

the Plan clearly indicates access to be taken via Green End.  This is confirmed in the 

supporting text under “Access”.  Please could i) the status of the plans alongside 

each of the site allocations policies be confirmed, ii) information be given as to 

what evidence was available that the vehicular access should be via Green End and 

not Hull Lane and iii) whether access via Green End can be achieved given that it 

would be on land outside the proposed allocated site. 

 

6. In relation to Policy 9, there is an area between the proposed site allocation at Pelham 

Barns and No 6 Pelham Road that would fall within the proposed extension to the village 

boundary.  As a matter of interest, why was this area not included in the site allocation? 

 

7. Page 40 of the Plan refers to conservationists calling for the Rivers Quin and Rib to be 

designated as Special Areas of Conservation.  Please confirm whether the Plan area a) falls 

within any designated or proposed European site(s) and if so which one(s) and b) if the 

Plan area does not fall within an European site, whether it falls within any zones or within 

proximity of any European site(s) and if so which one(s). 

 

8. In relation to Policy 12, please send details/links to of any relevant planning history of the 

proposed Local Green Space referred to as Dicken Croat field site including any relevant 

appeal decision. 

 

9. In relation to Policy 13, please confirm that all of the Protected Recreational Open Spaces 

are shown accurately on the Policies Maps on pages 8 and 27 of the Plan. 

 

10. Page 60 of the Plan refers to a bypass.  Could some more information be given about this 

please? 

 

11. What are the “Other Important Open Spaces” in Appendix J?  There is no reference within 

the Plan document that I can find that refers to this appendix (?) 

 

12. A representation from Bidwells on behalf of the landowner of land west of Pelham Road 

refers to an appendix.  Please provide me with a copy of this appendix.  Secondly, the 

representation indicates that this site came forward during the site assessment process.  

Please confirm whether this site was assessed (and if so, which site it is).  The 

representation then indicates it seems to have been withdrawn or was regarded as no 

longer available.  Please briefly set out the background on this site or point me in the 

direction of information on this. 

 

It may be the case that on receipt of your anticipated assistance on these matters that I may 

need to ask for further clarification or that further queries will occur as the examination 

progresses.  Please note that this list of clarification questions is a public document and that 

your answers will also be in the public domain.  Both my questions and your responses should 

be placed on the Councils’ websites as appropriate.   

 

With many thanks. 

Ann Skippers  

19 March 2018 


