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cross the site, including the NCR61 cycle route as shown on Figure 10.  These would 
strengthen non-vehicular permeability through and around the developed areas. 

Major Links
These will be created by virtue of new connec  ons to The Commons, Panshanger 
Park and the NCR61.  The new routes will pass through the developed areas, link 
to exis  ng bridleways within WGC, and provide connec  ons across the A414 at 
Birchall Lane and Holwell Lane roundabouts. 

Minor Links
New footpaths will be incorporated throughout the site.  These will link exis  ng 
routes, connec  ng the developed area to the central parkland, the eastern suburbs 
of WGC, Moneyhole Lane Park, Birchall Wood, Panshanger Park, The Commons 
LNR and Commons Wood.  The new paths will create a framework for circular 
routes, increasing opportuni  es for safe walking, access to natural countryside, 
and providing health benefi ts.

Wildlife Links
A network of four major wildlife links is proposed, shown on Figure 11.  These are 
designed specifi cally to accommodate the movement of wildlife and will be made 
as accessible to as wide a range of species as prac  cable.  The links will be robust, 
providing access to a more diverse range of habitat than presently exists. 

Link 1 would run east and south from The Commons, following the boundary 
of the site to Cole Green where it would connect with the exis  ng woodland at 
Holwellpark Wood.  The route will include new plan  ng and swales, encouraging 
wildlife. From here, exis  ng and proposed green connec  ons would extend the 
route into Panshanger Park. 

Link 2 would run north from The Commons, following a tributary of the Ha  ield 
Hyde Brook to reach the eastern boundary of Holwell Hyde Lake.  It would then 
reach Rolls and Blackthorn Woods via a woodland belt adjoining Holwell Hyde Lane 
and a retained field containing ecologically valuable grassland.  The link would then 
con  nue northwards via exis  ng and recently planted woodland to reach Birchall 
Wood in the north of the site and Panshanger Park to the east. 

Link 3 would connect exis  ng woodland within The Commons LNR to Panshanger 
Park using a mix of retained and enhanced hedging, scrub and new woodland.

Link 4 would connect the unwooded compartment of The Commons LNR to 
retained areas of grassland within the central parkland encouraging foraging by 

birds. The BGS GI Strategy is shown on Figure 12 in the context of the study area.

Parkland
The proposed parkland would be located at the heart of the BGS development.  At 
some 60 hectares in extent the parkland will be capable of absorbing a variety of 
uses including:

• Open meadows;
• Treed pasture;
• Scrub grassland;
• Woodland;
• Low key recrea  on; and
• Playing fi elds.

Figure 11 Proposed major wildlife links
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Figure 12 Proposed GI context plan
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The parkland will provide mul  ple links to the network of habitats and green 
corridors throughout the site. The development of treed pasture will refl ect the 
historic parkland character of the locality and provide a dis  nc  ve and a  rac  ve 
se   ng for development.

The park as a whole would incorporate a network of new footpaths connec  ng the 
exis  ng public rights of way.  These will provide a choice of many circular routes 
with a  endant health benefi ts and access to the wider countryside.  This would 
fulfi l the aspira  ons for PROW users described within the Her  ordshire Rights of 
Way Improvement Plan.

Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)
Birchall Garden Suburb will incorporate a range of SuDS techniques including 
permeable paving, swales and basins, ponds, ditches and wetlands.  These will 
form part of the GI infrastructure, contribu  ng to visual amenity and biodiversity. 
They will connect with exis  ng drains and Holwell Hyde Brook.

EXAMPLES

To illustrate how the BGS GI would work in prac  ce, two examples have been 
prepared, rela  ng to wildlife links 1 and 2 as shown on Figure 11.

Sustainable drainage 
schemes will provide 
a variety of wildlife 
habitat and contribute 
to visual amenity

An area of fl oris  cally diverse grassland would be retained and form part of the BGS 
green infrastructure

Sustainable drainage solu  ons would promote the development of a diverse wetland 
habitat
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Link 1
Swales, ditches and ponds would be used to create new areas of wetland habitat 
and mi  gate storm water run-off  from developed areas.  Sustainable drainage 
systems within the developed areas would transfer water to naturally vegetated 
ditches connected to new and exis  ng channels and watercourses.  From here, 
larger SuDS wetland areas and exis  ng streams would permit slow infi ltra  on of 
water into the ground and controlled discharge into Ha  ield Hyde Brook.

New woodland on sensi  vely designed bunds running parallel to the A414 would 
provide visual screening of the new development when viewed from the south 
and aid in mi  ga  ng traffi  c noise to proper  es within the southern por  on of the 
site.  Encouraging a diverse mosaic of varying habitats to develop would maximise 
opportuni  es for wildlife to move through the green corridors thus enriching 
biodiversity through the site and beyond.

Link 2
Footpaths, bridleways and green links would be integrated within the development 
through careful design which would retain habitats of value and reduce poten  al 
disturbance to wildlife.  The crea  on and management of new natural areas 
including woodland, wetland and tradi  onally managed meadows would 
strengthen and link exis  ng habitats, reinforcing green corridors throughout the 
site.

In the south west of the site, a footpath would run along the valley side linking The 
Commons to the new parkland. Exis  ng woodland and scrub would be managed 
to encourage the development of a mosaic of habitats including mature woodland 
with glades.

Figure 15 overleaf provides a more detailed look at how the green infrastructure 
described above could be accommodated within the site. 

Figure 13 Proposed linear park and green link to the A414

Figure 14 Proposed green infrastructure link

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE LINK 2
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Figure 15 Detailed green infrastructure proposals
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PLANNING POLICY

The EHDC and WHBC Local Plans are currently in prepara  on.  They are being 
developed in accordance with the Na  onal Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  
Land at Birchall Garden Suburb is allocated for development in both the Local Plans 
to accommodate approximately 2500 new homes over the plan period.  The two 
Authori  es are working together to ensure that the new suburb is delivered in a 
comprehensive manner.   

The WHBC Local Plan (proposed submission dra   August 2016)

Policy SP12- Strategic Green Infrastructure.  This policy iden  fi es exis  ng green 
assets and opportuni  es for their crea  on and enhancement.  Developer 
contribu  ons are required to support the delivery of four GI projects including one 
directly applicable to Birchall Garden Suburb- the Welwyn Ha  ield Green Corridor. 

The EHDC Local Plan (pre-submission dra   September 2016)
Policy NE4 – Green Infrastructure.  Policy provides for a diverse network of 
accessible, mul  -func  onal green infrastructure across the district.  Development 
proposals should avoid the loss, fragmenta  on of func  onality of the GI network 
whilst seeking opportuni  es to improve it. 

Policy EWEL1- Land East of Welwyn Garden City, relates specifi cally to the northern 
half of the BGS site and refers to the provision of green infrastructure.  In par  cular, 
good access for new and exis  ng communi  es, protec  on of wildlife assets, safe 
routes for wildlife as well as sustainable drainage and provision for fl ood mi  ga  on.

Policy and BGS GI
The dra   policy requirements, adapted as appropriate to suit the environmental 
condi  ons prevailing on site, have been taken forward in the development of the 
BGS GI.

The BGS GI proposals incorporate an extensive network of diverse habitats linked 
by an equally diverse range of wildlife corridors.  These will be specifi cally tailored 
to meet the needs of individual species. 

Public access will be greatly improved and the site will be opened up to members 
of the wider community allowing people to use off -road paths to roam between 
the wider countryside and a new parkland set at the heart of development.  The 
new parkland will be designed so as to create a dis  nc  ve and a  rac  ve se   ng for 
development.  New circular routes will be provided as well as passive and ac  ve 
recrea  onal opportuni  es, crea  ng a  rac  ve spaces within which people can 

experience the natural environment. 

Addi  onal woodland will be planted to improve wildlife connec  vity between the 
exis  ng woodlands, improve the structure of the landscape and provide a strong 
green boundary to the A414.  The sense of separa  on between Welwyn Garden 
City and Her  ord will be maintained and reinforced by this measure. 

Next steps
Tarmac will con  nue to develop the BGS scheme, including the GI proposals, to 
inform the Local Plans and a comprehensive outline planning applica  on.  This 
work will include the supply of a comprehensive evidence base, incorpora  ng 
environmental surveys carried out over the BGS site.

Exis  ng track and 
proposed bridleway 
linking Birchall Wood 
to Panshanger Park

The Commons and 
Ha  ield Hyde Brook 
would form part of the 
link between the River 
Lee and Panshanger 
Park
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