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Inspector’s Matters and Issues, Part 2.  
 
 
Chapter 7 – Hertford – Policies HERT3 
Inspector Questions 4 & 6. 
 
The Friends of Panshanger Park ( FPP)  offer the following comments to the Inspector as part of the 
stage 2 process. 
 
 
Friends of Panshanger Park is an umbrella group representing a diverse range of local organisations.  
It was established in 2013.  Among its aims are to help preserve and enhance the area known as 
Panshanger Park, the Grade II* Listed Park, for future generations and to protect the ecology and 
enhance the natural environment where appropriate. 
 
 
Two key questions for the Inspector, 
1 Is the proposed draft plan Sound? 
2 Would the criteria set out in HERT3 be sufficient to protect the local environment, in particular 
Panshanger Park? 
 
 
FPP believe that the park has immense heritage and bio-diversity value.  The heritage is the 18th 
Century Humphry Repton landscape (next year is the bicentenary of Repton's death.)  Degrading his 
landscape would not be a great way of celebrating his anniversary.  The bio-diversity including 
many veteran trees, wonderful flora and fauna plus animals of many types has been built up over 
200 year of undisturbed life. To retain this diversity the park requires a buffer zone around it.  
Thieves Lane and B1000 provide ideal boundaries of the existing buffer zone.  Reduction of the 
green belt to the north-east of the park will make a significant reduction in this buffer zone to the 
detrimental effect of the park.  The building of 250 houses on this area will produce unacceptable 
pollution in the form of light, sound and rubbish.  Even worse will be the effect on the ancient 
Blakemore Wood  which sits within the Panshanger buffer zone and is adjacent to the proposed 
building area. 
 
 
Consistent with our original submission FPP strongly believe that the straightforward answer to 
both questions is NO. The plan for this area is neither sound or is it protective of the environment 
We say this from a Panshanger Country Park perspective. 
 
 
The park is a tranquil retreat for residents of Hertford to the east and Welwyn Garden City to the 
west. Extending Hertford west would be a further step in reducing the Green Belt area available for 
the enjoyment of these residents 
. 
 
FPP would encourage the Inspector to ask EHDC to re-visited the plan in light of these and 
others comments to preserve and prevent any deterioration of these exceptional assets.  


