
Walkern Neighbourhood Plan Examination 
Questions of clarification from the Examiner to the Parish Council and EHDC 
 
Having completed my initial review of the Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan), I would be 
grateful if both Councils could kindly assist me as appropriate in answering the following 
questions which either relate to matters of fact or are areas in which I seek clarification or 
further information.  Please do not send or direct me to evidence that is not already 
publicly available. 
 
1. In relation to Policy 2: 

a. The policy refers to six important views and vistas, but seven are then identified 
in the policy and in Appendix D.  Is this simply a typographical error? 

b. Reference is made in the policy to the River Beane Valley as providing a strategic 
gap, but am I correct in my interpretation that the Plan does not seek to 
designate such a gap?  Please explain the language used.   

 
2. Paragraph 5.17 would seem to sit more comfortably alongside Policy 3.  Would the 

Parish Council agree? 
 
3. In relation to Policy 5: 

a. The policy refers to eight local wildlife sites.  It indicates all eight are shown on 
the Policies Map (Appendix C), but I don’t think this is the case.  Please could 
this be checked and advise me accordingly and provide an amended map if 
some are missing or there are additional sites shown. 

b. Reference is made in the policy to Appendix G.  One site, St. Johns Wood is 
referred to in the appendix as “St Johns Wood and Lords Wood”; is this the 
same site (it seems to be two different sites on the map) and should the policy 
refer to Lords Wood too if they are different sites? 

c. Appendix G also refers to two other sites which are not referred to in the policy 
(Squitmore Spring and Plantation and Walkern Road Verge).  Should these two 
sites be removed from Appendix G? 

 
4. Policy 8 refers to land south of Froghall Lane and the appeal decision, 

APP/J1915/W/15/3127807: 
a. Please advise me of the latest planning position in relation to this site. 
b. Please advise me of the relationship between any extant permission and the 

Tibbalds Framework. 
c. Please confirm there are no issues arising from the inclusion of the Tibbalds 

Framework as an appendix  (i.e. correct permissions been sought etc.) 
 
5. Policy 12 uses the phrase “aesthetically pleasing” in relation to building materials and I 

consider this may give rise to a variety of interpretations and so does not provide the 
necessary clarity.  Is there another form of words that the Parish Council might wish to 
suggest? 

 
6. In relation to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report, please 

confirm: 
a. The dates of the consultation with the statutory consultees 



b. Whether any responses were received and if so provide copies of those 
responses 

 
7. Please confirm whether the Plan area a) falls within any European site(s) and if so which 

one(s) and b) if the Plan area does not fall within an European site, whether it falls 
within any zones or within proximity of any European site(s) and if so which one(s). 
 

8. Please confirm the date of the Habitats Screening Decision, b) the version of the draft 
Plan the screening related to and c) whether any consultation was carried out on the 
Screening Decision and if so, please provide details. 

 
9. Please could EHDC provide a copy of the site location plan (appendix 1) referred to in 

the representation from Planning Potential on behalf of Welbeck Land.  Although the 
page has been copied, it is blank. 

 
10. A representation from Mr. Cooke refers to land east of Gresley Way.  Please could a 

map be provided of the land/site referred to and/or confirmation given by EHDC as to 
whether any of this land falls within the Plan area?  If any of the land does fall within 
the Plan are, please set out the latest planning status etc. of the site. 

 
11. Please provide a copy of, or link to, the report on Walkern Housing Needs Survey. 

Community Development Action Hertfordshire, February 2017. 
 
 
It may be the case that on receipt of your anticipated assistance on these matters that I 
may need to ask for further clarification or that further queries will occur as the 
examination progresses.  Please note that this list of clarification questions is a public 
document and that your answers will also be in the public domain.  Both my questions and 
your responses should be placed on the Councils’ websites as appropriate.   
 
 
 
With many thanks. 
Ann Skippers  
25 January 2018 


