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Places for People/City and Provincial Properties 

East Herts District Plan Examination 

Chapter 14 – Housing 

Issue 3 

HOU8 self-build housing – Criterion I, would the 200 unit site threshold and 5% proportion of 
dwelling plots for sale to self–builders be justified and appropriate? How would this apply to 
developments for flats? 

1. The Gilston Area will assist address some of the challenges facing East Herts by creating a full 
housing market offer that will include offering plots for self-builders to create their own home.  

2. It is noted in Policy HOU8 that self-build and custom build dwellings share the same definition 
and are used interchangeably. This approach is supported in order to provide flexibility in 
implementation.  

3. However, the proportion of dwelling plots for self–build/custom build housing is 5% in Policy 
HOU8. On a strategic site allocation such as the Gilston Area, this results in a significant number 
of dwelling plots which may not offer the most appropriate solution to delivering a mixed and 
balanced community.  

4. Extending and providing housing choice is key to the success of our future housing market. 
Custom and self-build forms a key part of that strategy but more must be done to help it grow.  
This includes funding and other support to help open up the market. We must also aim to deliver 
custom-build developments at scale, ensuring this option can become a viable and sustainable 
route for prospective homeowners. PfP is working with the HCA to deliver a 120 home custom 
build development in Basingstoke and envisages similar delivery and finance models at Gilston. 
The artificial application of a percentage figure in Policy HOU8 may undermine this outcome as 
may the affordable housing percentage in HOU3. In both cases there is a need for a bespoke 
arrangement, agreed as part of the planning application process that allows for an economically, 
environmentally and socially viable scheme to be developed.  
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