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Attention Kay Mead 
East Herts District Council 
Wallfields 
Pegs Lane 
Hertford 
Hertfordshire 
SG13 8EQ 
 
 

 
 

Highways Development Management 
County Hall 
Pegs Lane 

Hertford 
SG13 8DN 

Email: Roger.Flowerday@hertfordshire.gov.uk   

 
18 September 2017 

Dear Kay, 

Land Allocation North and East of Ware 
  

As you are aware we have recently received updated technical information from the 

developer in relation to land North and East of Ware.  This presents additional evidence on 

the impact of development in this location and puts forward a case for increasing the 

allocation up to 1500 residential units.  

Previously we indicated that 1,000 residential units was acceptable based on the evidence 

of highway impacts within the Ware urban area but raised concerns in relation to 

assumptions around the amount of traffic using the A10 and the impact of the development 

traffic on the A414 and Hertford.   

As a result the developers Paramics model used for impact assessment was extended to 

include eastern Hertford and the A414 as far as Gascoyne Way.  As previously advised we 

undertook an audit of the revised base model and concluded that it provided a suitable 

basis for ongoing development assessment.  

We have reassessed the implications of a 1000 unit development in the extended 

Paramics model.  The approach taken by the developer assumes that around 30% of 

development trips travel to the Hertford area or A414 west.   The modelling work indicates 

that this would increase delay primarily at the Bluecoats roundabout and adjacent Mill 

Road junction in Hertford adding around a minute to journey times along Ware Road and 

around a minute and a half to journey times on the A414.  The queues are however not 

predicted to block back to critical junctions or cause the network to ‘lock up’. It should be 

noted however that the development has been assessed independently i.e. without other 

local plan sites.   

With a 1500 dwelling allocation, additional mitigation is proposed in the form of 

Personalised Travel Planning together with an increase frequency circular bus service.  As 

a result of this an assumed mode shift of around 10% away from private cars has been 

applied both within the development and within the wider Ware area, resulting in a further 

reduction in vehicle trips in the modelling work.  This is in addition to the reductions 

mailto:jonathan.tiley@hertfordshire.gov.uk


Page 2 of 2 

already assumed to result from the provision of a new circular bus service.  Whilst we 

support the approach to providing personalised travel planning we have concerns about 

how achievable the additional modal shift actually is,  particularly among existing Ware 

residents given that no additional sustainable transport infrastructure is being provided. 

over above that proposed for the 1000 unit development.   Even with these mode shift 

reductions further delay and journey time increases are forecast (in addition to those for 

1000 dwellings) on A1170 Wadesmill Road and Ware High Street, B1004 Star Street and 

on the A414 and A119 Ware Road into Hertford.  If the mode shift reductions are not 

achieved then the additional delay could be significant. 

In conclusion on the basis of the evidence provided, we confirm that 1000 dwellings offers 

the best balance in terms of impact on the highway network.  Furthermore we have 

concerns about the additional impact that a further 500 dwellings would have on the 

network based on an approach to mitigation which is reliant upon mode shift without the 

provision of any further physical measures that might provide greater opportunities for 

sustainable travel. On this basis we recommend that these additional housing numbers 

should only come forward once the Hertford Bypass and Sustainable Travel Town 

package is in place which will remove some of the need to travel into Hertford to access 

the A414 and also provide more sustainable travel options between Hertford and Ware. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Roger Flowerday 
Development Manager 


