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1. THE SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL PROCESS 
1.1 Introduction 

The concept of sustainable development is about balancing social, economic and environmental needs. The UK 
Government’s intention is that this should mean stimulating economic growth and tackling the UK’s financial 
deficit, maximising wellbeing and protecting the environment, without impacting negatively on the ability of 
future generations to do the same. 

Therefore, the Braughing Parish Neighbourhood Plan must focus on the concept of sustainable development. This 
is achieved through the use of a sustainability appraisal. 

Sustainability appraisal (SA) is a process that identifies and reports on the likely effects of a plan and the extent to 
which its implementation will impact upon the environmental, social and economic objectives for an area.  
Sustainability appraisals must meet the requirements of two key pieces of legislation: 

x The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004; and 
x The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulation 2004, which seeks to implement the 

EU Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive 

The overall aims of the Braughing Parish Neighbourhood Plan sustainability appraisal are: 

x To ensure that all aspects of sustainable development are integrated fully into the Neighbourhood Plan 
throughout its preparation; 

x To provide an assessment of the potential environmental, economic and social effects of the 
Neighbourhood Plan; and 

x To meet the requirements of the SEA Directive 

1.2 Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) 
The process of sustainability appraisal also incorporates the requirements of the EU Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) Directive. To meet this requirement, officers must assess whether or not the Neighbourhood 
Plan is likely to have a significant effect on the environment. The Neighbourhood Plan sustainability appraisal 
incorporates the requirements of an environmental assessment in line with the SEA Directive. To show how the 
requirements of the SEA Directive are met during the appraisal process, a SEA Quality Assurance Checklist is in 
Appendix D to this report.  

The full sustainability appraisal matrix, which is set out in Appendix C, concludes that, when measured against the 
sustainability objectives for Braughing, the Neighbourhood Plan should perform well and be able to deliver 
sustainable and beneficial development for the Parish. Only one negative effect was identified and that was in 
relation to the, as yet unfulfilled, commitment to upgrade the existing sewerage facilities for the village, which 
are running at capacity and occasionally needing to draw water from the River Quinn. The Neighbourhood Plan 
seeks the urgent upgrading of the current facilities.  

We are of the view that the Neighbourhood Plan highlights the special environmental characteristics of the Parish 
of Braughing and seeks to protect them from significant environmental effects, having an overall positive or very 
positive effect. 

A copy of the SEA Screening Determination will be appended once received from East Herts council.  
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2. THE BRAUGHING PARISH SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL FRAMEWORK 
The sustainability appraisal framework is the set of objectives and sub-objectives against which the sustainability 
of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) has been assessed. The complete SA framework is set out in Table 1 below.  

In preparing the SA framework the compatibility of all SA objectives together was tested. The results of this 
assessment are reported in the SA Framework Compatibility Matrix (Appendices A and B). 

An important part of the framework is SA monitoring. To track the impacts of the Neighbourhood Plan against the 
SA Objectives and sustainability issues for the local area, a monitoring scheme for the Neighbourhood Plan will be 
developed and reported on. This will include indicators to identify any significant effects of policies in the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Table 1: Braughing SA Framework 

 Sustainability Objective Sub-Objective 
1 Address the need to mitigate and adapt to climate 

change 
Will the NP reduce the potential impacts of 
climate change? 
Will the NP help to minimise and reduce the 
emission of greenhouse gases, in particular CO2? 
Will the NP ensure that new development is in 
accessible locations in order to reduce the need 
for car travel and/or encourage sustainable forms 
of transport? 
Will the NP promote, enhance or create green 
infrastructure? 

2 To reduce energy consumption, promote energy 
efficiency and increase the use of energy from 
renewable resources 

Will the NP reduce energy consumption? 
Will the NP promote energy efficiency? 
Will the NP result in greater energy use from 
renewable resources? 

3 To protect and enhance biodiversity and wildlife 
habitats 

Will the NP protect and promote Braughing’s sites 
of ecological and nature conservation importance 
and ensure they are resilient to climate change? 
Will the NP provide opportunities for local habitat 
and species conservation enhancements? 

4 To minimise the risk of flooding Will the NP reduce the risk of flooding and avoid 
development in areas at risk from flooding? 

5 To protect, maintain and improve the quality of 
water resources, minimise the risk of pollution and 
improve water efficiency 

Will the NP protect, maintain and improve 
Braughing’s water resources? 
Will the NP encourage water efficiency and 
promote the use of grey-water recycling/ 
rainwater harvesting? 

6 To protect air quality where it is of a high standard 
and improve it elsewhere 

Will the NP improve or have an insignificant effect 
on local air quality, ensuring minimum impact on 
people’s health? 

7 To reduce the consumption of natural resources Will the NP result in the prudent use of natural 
resources? 
Will the NP promote the use of 
secondary/recycled aggregates? 

8 To promote and enhance land and soil quality Will the NP impact on the quality of soils? 
9 To optimise the re-use of previously-developed land 

and buildings 
Will the NP promote redevelopment on 
brownfield land as a priority? 
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 Sustainability Objective Sub-Objective 
10 Achieve sustainable waste management by reducing 

the production of waste, increasing opportunities for 
recycling and reducing the amount of waste being 
sent for final disposal to landfill 

Will the NP result in new or enhanced waste 
management facilities to meet the waste 
management needs of Braughing? 

11 To preserve and enhance sites, features, areas and 
settings of archaeological, historical and cultural 
heritage importance 

Will the NP ensure the continued protection and 
enhancement of Braughing’s archaeological and 
built heritage, including its conservation area and 
historic buildings? 

12 To protect, enhance and manage the character and 
appearance of the landscape, maintaining local 
distinctiveness and sense of place 

Will the NP protect and reinforce Braughing’s 
landscape setting? 
Will the NP enhance and respect Braughing’s local 
and built character? 
Will the NP increase the provision of open space 
to address deficits? 
Will the NP protect and enhance the provision of 
green infrastructure and its wider multifunctional 
benefits? 

13 Improve health and social inclusion, whilst reducing 
inequality and valuing diversity and equality 

Will the NP meet the health needs of the 
residents of Braughing? 
Will the NP improve access to healthcare and 
social services in Braughing?   

14 To provide sufficient housing to meet identified 
needs,  including affordable housing and specialist 
groups 

Does the NP contribute to and meet the identified 
housing needs for Braughing? 

15 To create a safe environment to live in and reduce 
the fear of crime 

Will the NP reduce opportunities for crime? 
Will the NP affect the fear of crime and feelings of 
security? 
Will the NP improve road safety? 

16 To support sustainable economic growth and 
competitiveness, and provide opportunities for 
ongoing private sector investment 

Does the NP provide opportunities for the 
creation of new business and enterprise in 
Braughing? 
Will the NP minimise the loss/displacement of 
existing businesses? 
Will the NP contribute to meeting the 
employment needs of Braughing? 

17 To develop and enhance the visitor economy/tourism Does the NP promote tourism and the visitor 
economy in Braughing? 

18 To promote regeneration of deprived areas and 
deliver urban/rural renaissance and improve image 

Will the NP deliver rural renaissance and 
regeneration in Braughing? 
Will the NP improve economic conditions? 
Will the NP support rural diversification? 

19 To maintain and improve the vitality and viability of 
city, town and local centres 

Will the NP safeguard and improve Braughing’s 
shops, services and leisure facilities to meet the 
needs of the community? 

3. APPRAISAL METHODOLOGY 
The Braughing Neighbourhood Plan has a wider remit than simply being a planning document, containing 
aspirations to guide decision making by a wider range of services in the Parish. The SA of the NP focuses on the 
planning policy elements, namely: 

x The Neighbourhood Plan’s objectives 
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x Housing growth strategy 
x Topic specific policies 

For the purposes of undertaking the sustainability appraisal, the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan have been 
summarised in statements and grouped under the topic headings of the document, shown in Table 2. Full details 
of the policies are provided in the main Neighbourhood Plan document. 

Table 2: Neighbourhood Plan Policies  

Housing 
1. Sustainable housing 
2. Housing design 
3. Housing density 
4. Brownfield sites 
5. Development site allocation 1 
6. Development site allocation 2 
7. Development site allocation 3 
8. Development site allocation 4 
9. Development site allocation 5 

Conservation and Environment 
10. Conservation 
11. Wildlife 
12. Local Green Spaces 
13. Protected Open Spaces 
14. Priority Views 

Infrastructure 
15. Infrastructure – traffic, parking, footpaths, broadband and sewage 

Local Economy and Facilities 
16. Employment 
17. Assets of community value 

General 
18. Spending priorities 

 
3.1 Compatibility of the SA and NP Objectives 

It is important that the objectives of the NP are in accordance with sustainable development principles. The 
compatibility of the NP objectives with the SA objectives has therefore been tested and the compatibility table is 
shown in Appendix A. 

3.2 Compatibility of the SA and NP Policies 
It is important that the policies of the NP are in accordance with sustainable development principles. The 
compatibility of the NP policies with the SA objectives has therefore been tested, the results of which are in 
Appendix B. 

 

3.3 Developing the Plan Strategy and Options 
The SEA directive requires the consideration and appraisal of reasonable alternative plan options when assessing 
Neighbourhood Development Plans. 

The preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan has been an iterative process. Its direction of travel has been shaped 
by extensive public consultation and a clear vision about how the Parish should develop. An exhaustive process of 
identifying, exploring and testing options has therefore not been appropriate or necessary in this instance. 
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3.4 Existing Policies 
To help quantify the likely effects of producing a Neighbourhood Plan, a ‘do nothing’ option has been assessed. This 
identifies the likely sustainability impacts that would occur if the Neighbourhood Plan was not adopted and existing 
policies at national and district level were in place. 

The ‘do nothing’ appraisal has been undertaken on the basis that, in the short-term, the provisional East Herts 
District Plan and National Planning Policy Framework will be in effect. In the medium- to long- term, it is assumed 
that the National Planning Policy Framework and completed East Herts District Plan are in effect. 

3.5  Difficulties Encountered 
With regard to conformity with district planning, the local district plan has only recently been issued and has not 
yet been finalised so there is still a small amount of uncertainty over alignment of the Neighbourhood Plan with 
the final District Plan. However, there have been ongoing consultations with members of the East Herts team 
responsible for Neighbourhood Planning to ensure the adherence of the Braughing Parish Neighbourhood Plan with 
those of the District Plan. Additionally, we have requested and received technical assistance from East Herts in 
relation to proposed development sites. 

4. RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT 
An appraisal of the Neighbourhood Plan’s policies has been undertaken against the Braughing Parish Sustainability 
Framework. The results of this appraisal help to identify and describe the likely sustainability impact of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

The appraisal has been undertaken as a ‘whole plan’ assessment, whereby the planning policies of the 
Neighbourhood Plan in totality are assessed against each of the SA objectives. 

The draft planning policies of the Neighbourhood Plan have been appraised against the Braughing SA Framework 
using a set of measures ranging from Very Positive to Very Negative. The option of the ‘do nothing’ scenario has 
been assessed using the same criteria. 

The appraisal of the Neighbourhood Plan’s policies against each SA objective is accompanied, where relevant, by 
comments that identify any possible mitigation measures that could enhance the plan’s performance. 

The timescale over which the effects will manifest themselves, either short-, medium- or long-term, whether they 
will be permanent or temporary and  have any possible cumulative, secondary or synergistic effects, are also 
considered and described in the appraisal comments where relevant. 

4.1 Summary of Findings 
The appraisal has revealed that, when measured against the sustainability objectives for Braughing, the 
Neighbourhood Plan should perform well and be able to deliver sustainable and beneficial development for the 
Parish. 

The full appraisal matrix is set out in Appendix C. The summary of the assessment is detailed below 

Very positive impacts 
The Neighbourhood Plan could lead to very positive effects in respect of the historic environment, landscape 
character, health and social inclusion and meeting housing needs. Although the Neighbourhood Plan promotes new 
development within the main village of Braughing, it specifies the types of homes that are likely to meet local needs 
and sets out policies to ensure that new development protects and enhances the area’s character and built 
heritage. It does this by specifying sites that are acceptable to residents rather than leaving the decision on location 
of development to the district council. In addition, the NP proposes several policies which improve health and social 
inclusion by providing easy access to key health and wellbeing information, encouraging volunteering and making 
Braughing a dementia-friendly village. 
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Positive impacts 
Further positive effects could occur in respect of enhancing biodiversity and habitats; addressing climate change; 
securing the use of renewable energy, water, land and resources; minimising the risk of flooding; improving safety; 
optimising the re-use of previously-developed land and buildings; and maintaining local vitality.  

The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to protect key green spaces within the parish by designating several Local Green 
Spaces and prioritises key views, both of which should protect areas and habitats that local residents feel are most 
important. It also includes policies to make improvements to the area surrounding the River Quin, including a river 
restoration project, which should encourage greater biodiversity. Also, there is encouragement for building homes 
that use sustainable forms of energy and outline policies for green infrastructure and energy efficiency, including 
grey water recycling. Although brownfield sites are few within Braughing village, one put forward for development 
is such a site; a brownfield site policy has also been created to cover others that may be proposed over the life of 
the Neighbourhood Plan. 

There are specific measures to reduce speeding on the main B1368 through the village that should improve road 
safety. Preserving local events such as the Sunday teas and the annual wheelbarrow race, as well as stimulating 
more participation in sport and exercise, should help to maintain and improve local vitality. 

Neutral impacts 
It is anticipated that the Neighbourhood Plan would have a neutral effect on local air quality, that of water resources 
and the development of tourism. The Neighbourhood Plan also seeks to maintain and improve the cycling and 
pedestrian infrastructure throughout the parish. No specific measures have been proposed to encourage additional 
tourism in the area but, by protecting the historic character of the village and the surrounding countryside, as well 
as improving local footpaths, cycle routes and bridleways, the current level should be maintained. Although new 
home developers will be encouraged to incorporate grey water recycling, there will still be an impact on local 
sewage facilities, but the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to work with local authorities to secure improvements to the 
plant at Dassels to ensure a neutral impact.   

Negative impacts 
Promoting extra development in a rural location without direct rail access is likely to result in increased car-
generated pollution with a somewhat negative impact; this could be mitigated to an extent by improvements to 
high-speed broadband that would make more home working a possibility. The additional house building is also 
likely to result in creation of additional waste; even though there is active encouragement for recycling, this is an 
anticipated negative impact of additional development.  

Very Negative impacts 
None have been identified. 

No Relationship 
The Neighbourhood Plan does not address specifically sustainable economic growth or rural renaissance.  
Braughing is a small, rural community that does not readily lend itself to economic growth and residents have 
expressed overwhelmingly a preference for the community to remain largely as it is. 

Uncertain impacts 
The impact on consumption of natural resources and protecting land and soil quality is uncertain. 

 ‘Do Nothing’ Impacts 
By not having a Neighbourhood Plan there are significant risks of negative impacts on wildlife habitats, historic 
environment and local character as recent development in the parish has demonstrated. Other benefits to 
improved safety, health and social inclusion and energy efficiency might not be realised. Based on an assessment 
of local housing development during the past five years, it is also likely that new homes will be those that provide 
the most profit to developers rather than meet local needs. 
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4.2 SEA Quality Assurance Checklist 
A Quality Assurance Checklist has been used to ensure that the requirements of the SEA Directive have been met 
and integrated fully into the sustainability process covered in this document. The Quality Assurance Checklist is 
Appendix D.  

4.3 SEA Site Allocation Assessment 
4.3.1 Braughing’s Heritage Assets in relation to site allocations in the Braughing Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

The most likely impacts that would affect heritage assets are from site allocations for development.  Whether the 
effects of the neighbourhood plan are significant or not will depend on the significance of the assets affected and 
the relationship of the site allocation to the assets. 

The Parish has a total of six Grade I and II* Listed Buildings (which are included in the NPPF description of heritage 
assets of the highest significance, Paragraph 132); four of which are within the village conservation area: 

x St Mary the Virgin, Church End – Grade I 
x The Old Rose and Crown 13 Church End – Grade II* 
x The Brown Bear PH 14 The Street – Grade II* 
x Braughing Bury, Green End – Grade II* 

There is one Scheduled Monument (SM), which lies partly in Braughing and partly in Standon Parish.  This is 
described as ‘Roman site near railway station, Braughing / Standon’ but locally known as Wickham Hill.  The site is 
on the Heritage at Risk Register identified as declining due to arable ploughing and is in multiple ownerships.  One 
of the owners approached the neighbourhood plan team with a view to including part of their land as a site 
allocation.  This was rejected due to the distance from the main settlement and potential impact on the SM.  Part 
of the SM was also consider for Local Green Space designation but again was rejected due to the distance from 
the main centre of population. 

The minimum distances between Grade I/II* Listed Buildings and the housing site allocations is 130m.  However 
because the curtilage of Braughing Bury is so extensive, the separation between Site 1 and the Bury is the width 
of Fleece Lane. 

The recent developments at Pound Close and Pentlows lie closer to the significant heritage assets than any of the 
proposed site allocations. 

Three of the site allocations lie within the Braughing Conservation Area, one lies partly in/partly adjacent to the 
Conservation Area and one lies outside the Conservation Area at the north eastern edge of the village. 

Three of the site allocations are situated adjacent to the curtilages of some of the many Grade II listed buildings in 
the Conservation Area.  Site 3 also contains three buildings classified as Category 1 non-listed buildings in the 
Braughing Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Proposals December 2016.   There is no 
separate Local List of other heritage assets in Braughing. 

This report confines itself to assessing the impact of neighbourhood plan site allocations, which lie either within 
or partly within the Braughing Conservation Area.  Site 5 is outside the Conservation Area, outside the Area of 
Archaeological Interest and does not impact on any heritage assets. 

4.3.2 National Policy 

Two paragraphs in the NPPF relate particularly to the historic environment and heritage assets in local plans and 
proposals.  They are: 

126. Local planning authorities should set out in their Local Plan a positive strategy for the conservation and 
enjoyment of the historic environment, including heritage assets most at risk through neglect, decay or other 
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threats. In doing so, they should recognise that heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource and conserve them 
in a manner appropriate to their significance. In developing this strategy, local planning authorities should take 
into account:  

x the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting them to viable uses 
consistent with their conservation;  

x the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits that conservation of the historic environment 
can bring;  

x the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness; and  
x opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to the character of a place. 
 

129. Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage asset that 
may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting the setting of a heritage asset) taking account 
of the available evidence and any necessary expertise. They should take this assessment into account when 
considering the impact of a proposal on a heritage asset, to avoid or minimise conflict between the heritage 
asset’s conservation and any aspect of the proposal. 

It was felt that the policies contained in the emerging East Herts District Plan, together with the newly adopted 
CACA Appraisal and Management Proposals, adequately protect heritage assets in Braughing Parish.  Guidance on 
preparing Neighbourhood Plans advises against repeating National or Local Policy so there is no specific policy on 
heritage assets in the Braughing Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  POLICY 10:  CONSERVATION covers all aspects of 
local character, including heritage assets.  

The process of assessing each potential site allocation included assessing the likely impact on any heritage assets 
and how any impact could be mitigated (in the context of paragraph 152 of the NPPF).  Each of the chosen site 
allocations is discussed below. 

4.3.3 Local Policy 

The emerging East Herts District Plan is currently undergoing examination and in relation to local policies on 
heritage assets, it was assumed that the relevant policies contained in the new plan would be likely to be 
adopted. 

The five relevant policies are (listed in full in Appendix G): 

x Policy HA1 Designated Heritage Assets 
x Policy HA2 Non-Designated Heritage Assets 
x Policy HA3 Archaeology 
x Policy HA4 Conservation Areas 
x Policy HA7 Listed Buildings 

4.3.4 Neighbourhood Plan Consultations and Expert Advice 

Throughout the preparation of the neighbourhood plan we have received generic advice from Historic England 
and specific advice from East Herts Planning Policy Team, Development Management Team and the Conservation 
and Urban Design Officer; Alison Tinniswood at Hertfordshire HER and Dr Stewart Bryant at Hertfordshire County 
Council; AECOM on the site allocation process; and the Braughing Society (a conservation society established in 
1972). 

 

In addition, we lobbied East Herts to bring forward the review of the Conservation Area, which resulted in the 
adoption of a completely revised CACA immediately before the Regulation 14 Consultation on the neighbourhood 
plan.  Because of the relevance, thoroughness and very recent revision of the CACA, it was deemed unnecessary 
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for the neighbourhood plan to also include an assessment of heritage assets.  The appraisal included 
identification of non-heritage assets (category 1 and category 2) within the conservation area. 

The advice of East Herts Conservation and Urban Design Officer was specifically sought in relation to development 
on Site 1 and Site 2 and the likely impact on Heritage Assets.   

East Herts submitted detailed written comments during the Regulation 14 Consultation on the neighbourhood 
plan.  Comments relating to site allocations and their impact on heritage assets were received and amendments 
made to the neighbourhood plan.  East Herts comments can be found in Appendix H. 

4.3.5 The Site Assessment Process 

Site assessment was carried out in multiple stages.  The Housing Site Assessment Criteria was based on East Herts 
criteria for Strategic Land Availability Assessment (SLAA), amended to the local context of Braughing.  Criteria 
included impact on Scheduled Monuments, the Braughing Conservation Area, including the numerous Heritage 
Assets within it, and Areas of Archaeological Significance. 

In addition, Site Appraisal Forms were completed for each site put forward to the next stage of assessment after 
the application of the Housing Site Assessment Criteria.  A joint Housing and Environment Team carried out this 
stage of the process.  The appraisal forms comprised Part 1 (desk based appraisal) and Part 2 (on-site appraisal).  
None of the potential sites appraised included specific heritage assets, although several were in the Conservation 
Area.  However, Part 1 forms identified three sites where nearby Grade II Listed Buildings could be impacted by 
the development of the site. 

Of the final five sites that are included in the neighbourhood plan, three (Sites 1, 2 and 3) have the potential to 
impact the settings of Listed Buildings.  Four of the five sites (Site 1, 2, 3 and 4) have the potential to impact the 
character and appearance of Braughing Conservation Area because they lie within it.  These four sites are also 
within an Area of Archaeological Significance as defined in the East Herts District Plan. 

The alternative scenario to allocating the five sites in the neighbourhood plan was to allocate a single large site on 
the northeast edge of the village (Arden Meadow), adjacent to Site 5.  There was some merit in this approach and 
East Herts Council said they would support it.  However, the very strong feeling of residents was that, overall, the 
character of the village would be damaged by the development of a site capable of accommodating over 40 
homes, on a meadow that had potential to become a wildlife site.  This location was more than 400m from a bus 
stop and the furthest part of the village from the shop.  The view of the neighbourhood plan steering group was 
that the site was not sustainable.  Added to this, the landowner had showed no interest in developing the site and 
did not put the site forward in the neighbourhood plan call for sites.  This rendered the site undeliverable. 

 

In addition, only two brownfield sites in the village were identified.  Although attempts were made to engage with 
the landowners, insufficient information was provided on options for these two sites and so their deliverability 
remained in question.  A specific policy was included for these sites and they have been viewed as windfall sites. 

4.3.6 Evaluating Potential Significant Effects and Mitigation 

Historic England provides guidance on the prediction and identification of significant effects and mitigation 
measures.   In the context of Braughing village these can be summarised as: 

x Loss of or damage to a heritage asset or its setting 
x Conservation and enhancement of a heritage asset 
x Loss or erosion of the historic character of the village 
x Impact on the ‘at risk’ status of assets or risk to the historic environment 
x Cumulative, secondary or synergistic impacts on heritage assets or the village 
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The guidance goes on to say that mitigation measures may include historic environment policy guidance and 
detailed historic characterisation studies. 

The following assessments show how the allocation policies in the neighbourhood plan have been tailored to 
minimise potential adverse impacts on the historic environment. 

4.3.7 Site Allocation Assessment 

Each of the sites has been added to the Adopted Conservation Area Character Appraisal Map for Braughing, to 
show the relationship between the site and Braughing’s heritage assets (included at appendix I).  Braughing 
Conservation Area was first designated 10 June 1968 and is described in the CACA as a historic village of two 
settlements, Braughing and Green End, on the high ground above the east and west banks of the River Quin with 
fields, meadows, hedging and groups of trees at its heart forming a high quality picturesque environment. The 
surrounding landscape is largely farmland underlining the village’s rural past. 

A simple summary of the effects on heritage assets in relation to the four sites being assessed is contained in the 
table below: 

 

Effects Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 
Loss of or damage to a heritage asset or its 
setting 

Neutral/ 
Negative 

Neutral Positive Neutral 

Conservation and enhancement of a 
heritage asset 

Neutral Neutral Positive Neutral 

Loss or erosion of the historic character of 
the village 

Neutral/ 
Negative 

Neutral Neutral Neutral 

Impact on the ‘at risk’ status of assets or 
risk to the historic environment 

Neutral Neutral Positive Neutral 

Cumulative, secondary or synergistic 
impacts on heritage assets or the village 

Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral 

Mitigation     
Policies mitigate against impact Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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Site 1 – Land behind the Post Office, Green End/Malting Lane 

This is the largest of the site allocations and probably the most difficult to develop.   The owners brought the site 
forward in the neighbourhood plan ‘call for sites’ in order to diversify their assets and maintain the Post Office 
and Village Store as a viable business for the community of Braughing.  Their original aspiration was for between 
5 and 15 homes. 

Access to the site will be difficult to achieve but there are a number of options, which need to be assessed and 
weighed up in terms of their impact on heritage assets and highway safety. 

Heritage Assets 

The site is situated in Braughing Conservation Area and an Area of Archaeological Significance.  It borders the 
curtilages of several listed buildings detailed below.  In addition, one Category 1 and two Category 2 unlisted 
buildings, identified in the Braughing CACA, are situated close to the site but separated by a communal driveway 
and landscape strip.  Hedges along its northern and southern boundaries are identified in the appraisal as making 
a positive contribution to the Conservation Area.  The site lies on a slope below the listed buildings. 

x Wallscroft, 14 Green End - House C17 refronted in early C18. Timber frame roughcast with C18 red brick face.  
C18 brick 2 storeys rear wing painted, with tile roof. 2-storeys and attics L-plan house facing W.  Grade II, also 
listed for its group value 

x Cottage at 14 Green End (rear garden) - Cottage. C18/19. Timberframe and weatherboarded with steep old 
red tile roof. A small, rectangular, 2-storeys building facing S. Possibly converted from an older outhouse. 
Grade II, included for group value. 

x 16,18, 18a and outbuildings, Green End. - House, now 3 properties, early C18 or earlier with old red tile roofs. 
Timber frame roughcast with stuco plinth.  Grade II, also listed for its group value 

x Post Office, 6 Green End - House, previously The Bell PH (ceased 1926), and now Post Office. C17, front, 
Gothicised by brewers in 1874. Timber frame roughcast on stucco plinth. 2 storey with cellar and attics.  
Grade II. 

x 12 Green End (known as ‘Braughing Hall’ – Congregational Chapel. 1890s) (Category 1) 
x 8c and 8d Green End (Category 2) 
 

Across Fleece Lane and further afield lie: 

x The Golden Fleece Public House, 20 Green End - C17 or early C18, house, refronted in C19. Timber frame 
roughcast with red brick sill stuccoed on W and N. Steep old red tile roof, 2 storeys, cellar and attics 3-unit 
plan house facing W. Grade II. 

x Braughing Chapel - Reputedly John Bunyan's preaching barn from Hitchin, moved to Datchett and re-erected 
on present site 1762, by Samuel Copperwheat a Free Church preacher. Plastered timber framing. Steep tiled 
roof with gabled ends.  The exterior is very plain.  Grade II. 

x Braughing Bury - House, 2 houses from early C17 up to 1970. Late medieval.  Grade II*. 
x Also close by is Ivy Cottage, 9 Malting Lane, Grade II. 
 

Impact on Heritage Assets 

No listed buildings will be lost or damaged by the development of this site, but neither is development likely to 
enhance the heritage assets that lie around it.  

The site allocation includes an option of accessing the development through the side garden of the Post Office.  
The owners commissioned a study to consider the various access options and concluded that an access through 
the side garden could be combined with improvements to the highway immediately in front of the Post Office.  
After the Pre-submission consultation on the neighbourhood plan, the Highway Authority suggested an 
alternative access on the edge of the garden, off Malting Lane.  The exact details of the access will remain 
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unknown until a planning application is submitted.  (An alternative access off Fleece Lane was discounted, as the 
sight lines exiting the lane are very poor.) 

The development of the site will have no impact on the significant heritage asset of Braughing Bury as the house 
is situated some distance away at the far end of the garden. 

The topography of the site also helps to lessen any impact on the listed buildings on Green End, as the 
development will lie below these assets. 

Because the village is made up of two settlements, the site lies outside but abutting the village boundary on two 
sides.  It does however lie completely within the Conservation Area.  The impact of the development of the site 
on the Conservation Area was checked and re-checked at the time of the revision of the CACA.  Despite, in the 
past, the site being visible across the ford at the bottom of Malting Lane (see postcard in the CACA) this is no 
longer the case as field boundaries have matured with well-established hedgerows and trees.  The site is only 
visible in the public domain from the top of Fleece Lane. 

Mitigation of Impact 

The site allocation policy and policies (POLICY 2 Design of New Development, POLICY 3 Density of Housing 
Development and POLICY 10 Conservation) in the neighbourhood plan mitigate against any impact on heritage 
assets. 

Site allocation POLICY 5 has criteria which guide development proposals on density, impact on the character of 
the conservation area (including listed buildings and hedges), scale of buildings, siting of buildings, topography, 
design and site layout.  In particular, the location of homes should be sensitive to the listed heritage assets at 
either end of the site, retain the sight lines across the river from Fleece Lane and create a gentle boundary with 
the meadow below the site. 

Conclusion 

Although this site has many constraints, the careful design and siting of development could provide an attractive 
and sustainable location for smaller homes in the centre of the village. 
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Site 2 – Land to the rear of Chestnuts, Green End 

The owners of this site were already in pre-application discussions with East Herts Council during the preparation 
of the neighbourhood plan.  Initial aspirations were for up to eight homes on the site.   

As a result of the progression of the neighbourhood plan, this aspiration was reduced to four homes.  A planning 
application was submitted shortly after the neighbourhood plan Pre-submission consultation.  Despite the 
reduction in the number of dwellings, the application did not comply with the neighbourhood plan site allocation 
and other policies in the East Herts Local Plan.  East Herts Development Management Committee refused 
planning permission on 21st June 2017. 

Heritage Assets 

The site is situated in Braughing Conservation and an Area of Archaeological Significance.  It borders the curtilages 
of two Grade II listed buildings and three Category 1 non-listed buildings, identified in the Braughing Conservation 
Area Character Appraisal (CACA).  Along its boundary to Hull Lane, is a hedgerow, which was identified in the 
appraisal as making a positive contribution to the Conservation Area.  The site lies above the listed and non-listed 
buildings. 

x Larks Hill, 4 Green End - Early C19 House. Red brick with stucco dressings and hipped slate roof behind 
parapet. 2-storeys and attics, 3 windows wide.  Grade II. 

x Chestnuts, 5 Green End – Early C18 building now a House. Timber frame on stuccoed plinth, roughcast with 
some weatherboarding on N gable. Old red tile gambrel roof. A 2-storeys, attic and cellar house, set back 
from road, facing east. Picturesque prominent building next to junction. Formerly The Bull and the Magpie 
PH.  Grade II. 

x Outbuildings to north and rear of 4 Green End (Category 1) 
x Grove Barn (Category 1) 
 

Impact on Heritage Assets 

No listed buildings will be lost or damaged by the development of this site, but neither is development likely to 
enhance the heritage assets that lie around it.  

Chestnuts is set in its own garden but the site allocation identifies site access to be via an existing access to 
Chestnuts, off the B1368.  It would involve the removal of outbuildings and swimming pool which to do not 
contribute to the setting of the listed building.    

Alternative access off Hull Lane was considered.  This access would result in the complete removal of a hedge, 
which was identified in the CACA as making a positive contribution to the conservation area.  In addition, the 
impact of enlarging the existing access for the new development through the garden of Chestnuts was balanced 
against the safety issues of adding to traffic on the extremely narrow Hull Lane. 

The site allocation lies above both Chestnuts and Larks Hill so the height of the development would have the 
potential to have more impact on the setting of these two listed buildings if heights of new dwellings were not 
kept to a minimum. 

The site allocation has a lesser impact on the setting of Larks Hill than on Chestnuts.  However, Larks Hill is set 
within its own garden and larger farmyard with attractive agricultural buildings.   It is therefore the style of 
development that could impact on the agricultural setting of Larks Hill. 

The site is on the edge of the conservation area and outside the village boundary where homes are sited in large 
plots and the density of development is sparse. The site itself does not contribute to the historic character of the 
village, however the number and size of new homes on the site could increase the density on the edge of the 
village.  
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Mitigation of Impact 

The site allocation policy and policies (POLICY 2 Design of New Development, POLICY 3 Density of Housing 
Development and POLICY 10 Conservation) in the neighbourhood plan mitigate against any impact on heritage 
assets. 

Site allocation POLICY 6 has criteria which guide development proposals on density, impact on the character of 
the conservation area (including listed buildings and hedges), scale of buildings, siting of buildings, topography, 
design and site layout. 

 

Conclusion 

The development of the site must be sensitive to identified heritage assets but compliance with policies in the 
neighbourhood plan and the emerging East Herts District Plan, can result in a development for a small number of 
well designed homes without significant negative effects on heritage assets.  
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Site 3 – Ford Street Farm Barns, Ford Street 

The owners of the barns site, adjacent farmhouse, cottages and surrounding agricultural land have engaged with 
the neighbourhood plan process and wish to see the retention and conversion of their unused barns for 
residential development.  They were asked to justify the viability of conversion and retention of the barns and a 
report was prepared on layout, viability, archaeology (a desk based assessment) and ecology.  A planning 
application has recently been received but is as yet undecided. 

Heritage Assets 

The site is partially within the Braughing Conservation Area and within an Area of Archaeological Significance.  It 
borders the farmyard and the listed Farmhouse and Granary.  In addition, there are two barns and two cottages 
within the site and a row of four cottages adjacent to the site, which are identified in the CACA as Category 1 
unlisted buildings, making a positive contribution to the Conservation Area. 

x Farmhouse at Ford Street Farm – Farmhouse, probably C15 or early C16, altered in C17 and extended in C19. 
Timber frame plastered with steep old red tile roofs. 2 storeys and attics with a large central chimney backing 
onto the cross-passage near the W end.  Grade II. 

x Granary at Fordstreet Farm – The Granary is situated 12 metres south of the Farmhouse. C18 single storey, 
timberframed and raised on brick piers with iron gratings between.  Dark weatherboarded with half-hipped 
old red tile roof. Grade II. 

x Barns at Ford Street Farm (Category 1) 
x Cottages 5 and 6 Ford Street (Category 1) 
x Cottages 1-4 Ford Street (Category 1) 
 

Impact on Heritage Assets 

No listed buildings will be lost or damaged by the development of this site, and the development is likely to 
preserve and enhance the heritage assets that lie within and around it.  

The barns are unused for their original purpose and in a poor state of repair.  Although attractive in their own 
right, a careful re-use and refurbishment of the barns in addition to a small and sensitive enabling development 
would be a benefit to the heritage assets and improve the Conservation Area.  The development should enhance 
the setting of the adjacent listed buildings. 

Access can be achieved via the two existing accesses to the barns without disturbing the existing farmyard and 
access to the listed heritage assets. 

New enabling development will be on the part of the site adjacent to, but outside, the Conservation Area. 

 

Mitigation of Impact 

The site allocation policy and policies (POLICY 2 Design of New Development, POLICY 3 Density of Housing 
Development and POLICY 10 Conservation) in the neighbourhood plan mitigate against any impact on heritage 
assets. 

Site allocation POLICY 7 has criteria which guide development proposals on density, impact on the character of 
the conservation area, has regard to the location in the curtilage of two listed buildings, scale of buildings, siting 
of buildings, retention of trees, design and site layout. 

 

Conclusion 

The development of this site was a very popular option during consultation on the neighbourhood plan.  Although 
outside and not immediately adjacent to the village boundary, the retention and improvement of the barns 
through enabling residential conversion and development was supported.  Because of the sensitive heritage 
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assets in and close to the site, development must be carefully designed and has the potential to enhance heritage 
assets and reduce the risk of loss of unlisted but attractive buildings 

Site 4 – Larkspur House and adjacent land, Hull Lane 

This site was initially put forward by the owners for up to eight homes, which would have constituted an 
overdevelopment of the land, which is part in, and part outside the village.  It includes the existing house, which 
will be demolished, and its existing residential access off Hull Lane.  The land adjoins Site 2.  Access could be 
provided onto Hull Lane without further damage to the hedge along the roadside. 

Heritage Assets 

Less than half the site area is within the Braughing Conservation Area and there are no other heritage assets on 
the site or adjoining the site.  Part of the site is within an Area of Archaeological Significance. 

Impact on Heritage Assets 

The greenfield area of the site lies on the very edge of the Conservation Area and its development for housing 
would amount to a small change in character. 

Mitigation of Impact 

The site allocation policy and policies (POLICY 2 Design of New Development, POLICY 3 Density of Housing 
Development and POLICY 10 Conservation) in the neighbourhood plan mitigate against any impact on heritage 
assets. 

Site allocation POLICY 8 has criteria which guide development proposals and site layout, including ensuring the 
preservation or enhancement of the Conservation Area. 

 

Conclusion 

This site is likely to have a minimal impact on heritage assets and any potential impact will be mitigated by the 
application of the policy criteria. 
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Site 5 – Pentlows Barns 

This site is outside both the Braughing Conservation Area and the Area of Archaeological Significance and is not 
close to any heritage assets, either listed or unlisted. It is proposed that the village boundary is moved slightly to 
incorporate this site. 

Conclusion 

This site will have no impact on heritage sites.  
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APPENDIX A – Compatibility of Neighbourhood Plan Objectives and SA 
Objectives 
 

 
Objective Key    √- Compatible     ?- Uncertain     x Conflicting    - No Link    

 Braughing Neighbourhood Plan Objectives 
SA 
Objective 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

1 - - √ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

2 - - √ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

3 - - - - √ √ √ √ - √ - - - - - - - 

4 - - - - - - - √ - - - - - - - - - 

5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

6 - - - - - - - - - - - √ √ - - - - 

7 ? ? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

8 ? ? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

9 - √ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

10 X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

11 √ √ - √ - - - - - - √ - - - - - - 

12 √ √ - √ √ √ √ - - √ √ - - - - - - 

13 - - - - - - - - √ - - - - √ √ √ √ 

14 √ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

15 - - - - - - - - - - - √ - - - - - 

16 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

17 - - - - √ - √ - √ √ - - - - - - - 

18 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

19 - - - - - - - - - - - - - √ √ - - 

 

 

Braughing Neighbourhood Plan Objectives 
1. Delivery of a housing strategy tailored to the needs and context of Braughing Parish and recognizes that the 

settlement patterns of the village and hamlets are key to the  distinctive nature of the Parish 
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2. Promote sensitive development which protects and enriches the landscape and preserves, complements or 
enhances the character of the locality 

3. To optimise the environmental sustainability of new buildings and encourage high levels of energy efficiency 
4. To prioritize local distinctiveness in every element of change and growth 
5. To preserve and protect the open character of the village and parish, maintaining significant green spaces 

within and around the villages and views over open and unspoilt countryside 
6. To preserve the landscape, native hedgerows (encouraging the planting and management), woodland and 

mature trees, the wealth and diversity of flora and fauna, and support nature conservation and biodiversity 
7. Preserve, enhance and ensure the enjoyment for all of the valued green spaces and to encourage the 

improvement of the environment surrounding the villages in the parish, including obtaining grants and 
subsidies 

8. Protect and restore the chalk rivers Quin and Rib which run through the parish by actively maintaining the 
river course and by introducing a minimum 8-metre buffer zone to safeguard this resource 

9. Preserve and enhance footpaths, bridleways and cycle paths, together with the extension of the present 
footpath system and improve links with Puckeridge and Buntingford 

10. Preserve, restore and maintain the character of important ecological sites: the Braughing Meads, Braughing 
Bourne (the Bone), St Mary’s churchyard, Ford Street meadows, Sacombe Wood, Gatesbury Wood, Braughing 
Friars East and West Meadows, New Wood and part of Hamels Park 

11. Protect, where possible, key archaeological sites within the parish 
12. Seek on-going improvements to transport infrastructure (speed, volume, noise and parking) 
13. Seek on-going improvements to digital and mobile connectivity 
14. Foster and promote a thriving healthy community through health and well-being, sports and activity facilities 
15. Encourage people to participate in sport and exercise activities 
16. Seek on-going improvements to medical and health facilities and coordinated health cover 
17. Encourage and facilitate volunteering in the local community, linking those who need help with those who 

can provide it 
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APPENDIX B – Compatibility of Neighbourhood Plan Policies and SA Objectives 
 

 
Objective Key    √- Compatible     ?- Uncertain     x Conflicting    - No Link    

 Braughing Neighbourhood Plan Policies 
SA 
Objective 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 √ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

2 √ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

3 - - - - - - - - -  √ √ √ √ - - - - 

4 - - - - - - - - - - - √ √ - - - - - 

5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - √ - - - 

7 ? - - - ? ? ? ? ? - - - - - - - - - 

8 ? - - - ? ? ? ? ? - - - - - - - - - 

9 - - - √ - - √ - √ - - - - - - - - - 

10 - - - - X X X X X - - - - - - - - - 

11 - - - - - - - - - √ - √ √ - - - - - 

12 - √ √ - - - - - - √ √ √ √ √ - - - - 

13 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - √ 

14 √ √ - √ - - - - √ - - - - - - - - - 

15 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - √ - - √ 

16 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - √ - - 

17 - - - - - - - - - √ √ √ √ √ - √ √ √ 

18 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

19 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - √ √ √ 
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APPENDIX C – Sustainability Appraisal Matrix 
SA Objective Sub Objective/Appraisal Criteria Assessment of Effects Comments 
  Neighbourhood 

Plan 
(Relevant 
Policies) 

Existing 
and  
Emerging 
Policies 

 

Address the need to mitigate and 
adapt to climate change 

Will the NP reduce the potential 
impacts of climate change? 
Will the NP help to minimise and 
reduce the emission of 
greenhouse gases, in particular 
CO2? 
Will the NP ensure that new 
development is in accessible 
locations in order to reduce the 
need for car travel and/or 
encourage sustainable forms of 
transport? 
Will the NP promote, enhance or 
create green infrastructure? 

Housing Growth 
Transport & 
Comms 
 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The NP proposes that developers who meet high 
standards of energy efficiency will be favoured over 
those who simply follow minimum standards. In 
particular, grey water recycling, solar tiles and passif 
house design are recommended. Developers adhering 
to the EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
(May 2010) that promotes near-zero carbon rating will 
be favoured. All new homes will be within the main 
village and within easy access of bus stops.  
 
Existing policies 
The NPPF requires local planning authorities to adopt 
proactive strategies to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change. Although increasingly outdated and unspecific 
on the issue of climate change, general housing policies 
in East Herts are likely to have a positive effect on 
meeting this objective. 

To reduce energy consumption, 
promote energy efficiency and 
increase the use of energy from 
renewable resources 

Will the NP reduce energy 
consumption? 
Will the NP promote energy 
efficiency? 
Will the NP result in greater 
energy use from renewable 
resources? 

Housing Growth  Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The NP proposes that developers who meet high 
standards of energy efficiency will be favoured over 
those who simply follow the minimum standards. In 
particular, grey water recycling, solar tiles and passif 
house design are recommended. Developers adhering 
to the EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
(May 2010) that promotes near-zero carbon rating will 
be favoured. 
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SA Objective Sub Objective/Appraisal Criteria Assessment of Effects Comments 
  Neighbourhood 

Plan 
(Relevant 
Policies) 

Existing 
and  
Emerging 
Policies 

 

 
Existing policies 
The NPPF requires local planning authorities to adopt 
proactive strategies to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change. Although increasingly outdated and unspecific 
on the issue of climate change, general housing policies 
in East Herts are likely to have a positive effect on 
meeting this objective. 

To protect and enhance 
biodiversity and wildlife habitats 

Will the NP protect and promote 
Braughing’s sites of ecological and 
nature conservation importance 
and ensure they are resilient to 
climate change? 
Will the NP provide opportunities 
for local habitat and species 
conservation enhancements? 

Landscape & 
Environment 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The NP includes Local Green Space designation for 6 
sites within the parish to give them extra protection. 
There is also a plan to undertake a river restoration 
project which should result in the improvement of the 
wildlife habitat along the River Quin. The Landscape 
Character Assessment (Appendix F) provides specific 
guidelines for protecting and improving biodiversity, 
wildlife habitats and landscape character within the 
parish and it is recommended that these  ‘guidelines’ 
are extended to ‘expectations’ on developers. 
 
Existing policies 
Cumulatively, policies in the NPPF and East Herts 
District Plan could result in similar positive effects when 
assessed against this objective. However, the NP goes 
further by seeking protection for specific green spaces 
within the parish. 

To minimise the risk of flooding Will the NP reduce the risk of 
flooding and avoid development 
in areas at risk from flooding? 

Landscape & 
Environment 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Parts of Braughing are prone to flooding but any 
potential risks have been appropriately addressed in 
accordance with flood management policies. No new 
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SA Objective Sub Objective/Appraisal Criteria Assessment of Effects Comments 
  Neighbourhood 

Plan 
(Relevant 
Policies) 

Existing 
and  
Emerging 
Policies 

 

development is being proposed on any area at risk from 
flooding.  
 
Existing Policies 
The NPPF and East Herts District Plan set out specific 
guidance on the management of flood risk that should 
have a positive effect on this objective. 

To protect, maintain and improve 
the quality of water resources, 
minimise the risk of pollution and 
improve water efficiency 

Will the NP protect, maintain and 
improve Braughing’s water 
resources? 
Will the NP encourage water 
efficiency and promote the use of 
grey-water recycling/ rainwater 
harvesting? 

Facilities & 
Infrastructure 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The NP seeks to ensure that local sewage facilities are 
upgraded prior to additional development being 
undertaken. 
 
Existing policies 
East Herts has committed to ensuring that local sewage 
and mains water facilities are upgraded to cater for an 
increase in population. However, this commitment has 
not been adhered to following recent housing 
development in the area. As a consequence the sewage 
works at Dassels is at full capacity, sometimes needing 
to draw water from and discharge into the River Quin. 

To protect air quality where it is of 
a high standard and improve it 
elsewhere 

Will the NP improve or have an 
insignificant effect on local air 
quality, ensuring minimum impact 
on people’s health? 

Transport & 
Comms 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Promoting further building development in a rural 
location is likely to result in increased car pollution.   
High-speed broadband improvements should facilitate 
home working, reducing traffic volume. The NP also 
seeks to maintain and improve the provision of local 
cycle paths and footpaths throughout the parish.  

To reduce the consumption of 
natural resources 

Will the NP result in the prudent 
use of natural resources? 

Housing Growth  Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
There are no specific policies in the NP to reduce the 
consumption of natural resources. 
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SA Objective Sub Objective/Appraisal Criteria Assessment of Effects Comments 
  Neighbourhood 

Plan 
(Relevant 
Policies) 

Existing 
and  
Emerging 
Policies 

 

Will the NP promote the use of 
secondary/recycled aggregates? 

 
Existing policies 
The use of secondary/recycled aggregates would be 
promoted wherever possible. 

To promote and enhance land and 
soil quality 

Will the NP impact on the quality 
of soils? 

Housing Growth  Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
There are no specific policies in the NP to promote and 
enhance land and soil quality 
Existing policies 
The existing development plan for the area will seek to 
resist the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural 
land.  

To optimise the re-use of 
previously developed land and 
buildings 

Will the NP promote 
redevelopment on brownfield 
land as a priority? 

Housing Growth  Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The NP has identified and promoted one brownfield 
site and one conversion site. It has also developed a 
brownfield site policy relating to others that might be 
put forward during the life of the NP. 
 
Existing policies 
The NPPF and East Herts District Plan encourage the 
use of previously-developed land wherever possible 
but, given the scarcity of such sites in Braughing, it is 
likely that more greenfield sites will be required to 
meet housing shortages. Sites to date that have been 
proposed by the SLAA have all been greenfield.  

Achieve sustainable waste 
management by reducing the 
production of waste, increasing 
opportunities for recycling and 
reducing the amount of waste 

Will the NP result in new or 
enhanced waste management 
facilities to meet the waste 
management needs of Braughing? 

Facilities & 
Infrastructure 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The NP will require future housing developments to 
provide adequate storage for waste and recycling bins. 
 
Existing policies 
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SA Objective Sub Objective/Appraisal Criteria Assessment of Effects Comments 
  Neighbourhood 

Plan 
(Relevant 
Policies) 

Existing 
and  
Emerging 
Policies 

 

being sent for final disposal to 
landfill 

The district council provides facilities for waste 
management and recycling. 

To preserve and enhance sites, 
features, areas and settings of 
archaeological, historical and 
cultural heritage importance 

Will the NP ensure the continued 
protection and enhancement of 
Braughing’s built heritage, 
including its conservation area 
and historic buildings? 

Housing Growth 
Local Character 
Archaeology 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Proposals for new development within and around 
Braughing have the potential to undermine the parish’s 
character and built heritage but the NP proposes 
policies to protect wherever possible local 
archaeological sites, of which there are many. In 
particular, special protection is needed for the 
Braughing/Puckeridge Scheduled Ancient Monument; 
this area covers hundreds of acres of known, but as yet 
unexcavated, archaeology and includes the site of the 
largest Iron Age Mint in Europe, a Roman town and at 
least one civic building. The NP seeks to protect this 
area from a proposed bypass.  
 
Existing policies 
The NPPF and East Herts District Plan recognise the 
importance of protecting the built environment. They 
contain policies for the enhancement and protection of 
conservation areas, listed buildings and those of local 
architectural or historic interest. However, the 
importance of archaeology has in the past sometimes 
been given a lower priority and some sites have been 
developed recently even though ancient remains were 
known to be present. 

To protect, enhance and manage 
the character and appearance of 
the landscape, maintaining local 
distinctiveness and sense of place 

Will the NP protect and reinforce 
Braughing’s landscape setting? 

Housing Growth 
Local Character 
Landscape & 
Environment 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The NP proposes 6 sites around the parish as Local 
Green Spaces in order to protect the character of the 
landscape as well as 4 Protected Open Spaces. It also 
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SA Objective Sub Objective/Appraisal Criteria Assessment of Effects Comments 
  Neighbourhood 

Plan 
(Relevant 
Policies) 

Existing 
and  
Emerging 
Policies 

 

Will the NP enhance and respect 
Braughing’s local and built 
character? 
Will the NP increase the provision 
of open space to address deficits? 
Will the NP protect and enhance 
the provision of green 
infrastructure and its wider 
multifunctional benefits? 

Archaeology proposes 13 priority scenic views to and from key focal 
points in the parish which are vital to protect. Guidance 
is provided in the NP about the style of housing that 
would be in keeping with the village and it has been 
specified that sites should contain no more than 10-12 
homes so that each new development is more likely to 
blend in. The Landscape Character Assessment 
(Appendix F), provides specific guidelines for managing 
the character of the landscape and maintaining local 
distinctiveness and it is recommended that these 
'guidelines' are upgraded to 'expectations' for 
developers. 
 
Existing Policies 
Local and national policies should ensure the continued 
protection of landscape and character but, in the short- 
term, there is a risk that housing developments could 
take precedence over these considerations. The East 
Herts District Plan sets out guidelines for the provision 
of open space and the protection of local character, 
though more prescriptive policies in the NP should 
achieve a greater positive effect. 

Improve health and social 
inclusion, whilst reducing 
inequality and valuing diversity and 
equality 

Will the NP meet the health needs 
of the residents of Braughing? 
Will the NP improve access to 
healthcare and social services in 
Braughing? 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Proposals in the NP include improving access to health-
related information via a Wellbeing Hub, encouraging 
and facilitating local volunteering. The NP incorporates 
proposals to help the elderly and disabled including 
making Braughing a dementia-friendly village.  
 
Existing policies 
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SA Objective Sub Objective/Appraisal Criteria Assessment of Effects Comments 
  Neighbourhood 

Plan 
(Relevant 
Policies) 

Existing 
and  
Emerging 
Policies 

 

Grants are occasionally available from the local council 
for health and social activities that will help with this. 
Applying for these types of grant is included in the NP. 

To provide sufficient housing to 
meet identified needs, including 
affordable housing and specialist 
groups 

Does the NP contribute to and 
meet the identified housing needs 
for Braughing? 

Housing Growth  Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The NP proposes specific sites to meet the housing 
allocation specified by East Herts. The type of housing 
specified is in line with local housing needs, focusing 
particularly on 2-3 bedroom houses and affordable 
homes. 
 
Existing policies 
East Herts has determined that a minimum of 10% extra 
housing (35 homes) should be built in Braughing during 
the next 16 years. Existing policies should deliver 
housing to meet the parish’s housing demands, but 
there is a significant risk that homes will be provided 
without regard to local circumstances or need. 

To create a safe environment to 
live in and reduce the fear of crime 

Will the NP reduce opportunities 
for crime? 
Will the NP affect the fear of 
crime and feelings of security? 
Will the NP improve road safety? 

Transport & 
Comms 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Braughing is considered by residents to be a safe place 
to live; there is little concern about crime. The one area 
of disquiet is traffic speed through the village and the 
NP proposes traffic calming measures to combat this. 
There are also proposals to improve local cycle paths, 
footpaths and bridleways. 
 
Existing policies 
Improving road safety and achieving provision for 
cyclists and pedestrians is already a policy at national 
and district level. 
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SA Objective Sub Objective/Appraisal Criteria Assessment of Effects Comments 
  Neighbourhood 

Plan 
(Relevant 
Policies) 

Existing 
and  
Emerging 
Policies 

 

To support sustainable economic 
growth and competitiveness, and 
provide opportunities for ongoing 
private sector investment 

Does the NP provide opportunities 
for the creation of new business 
and enterprise in Braughing? 
Will the NP minimise the 
loss/displacement of existing 
businesses? 
Will the NP contribute to meeting 
the employment needs of 
Braughing? 

Local Economy  Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Residents do not have any great concerns about local 
businesses but do want to retain the village shop/ post 
office and pubs. Other than these, there is nothing 
specific in the NP to encourage new local business or 
increase local employment.  
 
Existing policies 
The NPPF and East Herts District Plan would allow 
proposals for economic development in the rural area, 
subject to criteria. 

To develop and enhance the visitor 
economy/tourism 

Does the NP promote tourism and 
the visitor economy in Braughing? 

Landscape & 
Environment 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The NP does not contain any specific policies to 
encourage local tourism. However, policies to improve 
footpaths, cycle paths and bridle paths and to retain 
local village events including Sunday teas, the 
Wheelbarrow Race etc. should protect the current level 
of tourism in the village 

To promote regeneration of 
deprived areas and deliver 
urban/rural renaissance and 
improve image 

Will the NP deliver rural 
renaissance and regeneration in 
Braughing? 
Will the NP improve economic 
conditions? 
Will the NP support rural 
diversification? 

N/A  Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
There are no deprived areas within the parish that 
require regeneration  
 
 
  

To maintain and improve the 
vitality and viability of city, town 
and local centres 

Will the NP safeguard and 
improve Braughing’s shops, 
services and leisure facilities to 
meet the needs of the 
community? 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

 Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
The proposals in the NP to improve access to 
information about social activities and to continue to 
support local events should help to maintain the vitality 
of the parish. The NP includes an objective to 
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SA Objective Sub Objective/Appraisal Criteria Assessment of Effects Comments 
  Neighbourhood 

Plan 
(Relevant 
Policies) 

Existing 
and  
Emerging 
Policies 

 

encourage participation in sport and exercise and there 
will be plans to include additional activities so as to 
increase the level of inclusion. 
 
Existing policies 
Existing policies would have a positive effect when 
judged against this objective. 

 

Effect Description and Key 
Very Positive The Neighbourhood Plan contributes significantly to the achievement of the objective 
Positive The Neighbourhood Plan contributes to the achievement of the objective but not 

significantly 
Neutral The Neighbourhood Plan does not have an effect on the achievement of the objective 
Negative The Neighbourhood Plan detracts from the achievement of the objective but not 

significantly 
Very Negative The Neighbourhood Plan detracts significantly from the achievement of the objective 
No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the Neighbourhood Plan and the achievement of 

the objective, or the relationship is negligible 
Uncertain The Neighbourhood Plan has an uncertain relationship to the objective, the effect is 

dependent on how the Plan is implemented or there is insufficient information to make 
an assessment 
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APPENDIX D - SEA Quality Assurance Checklist 
The Quality Assurance Checklist below has been used to ensure that the requirements of the SEA Directive 
have been met and integrated fully into the sustainability process covered in this document. The checklist 
covers both the technical and procedural steps of the sustainability appraisal. 

Requirements in SEA Directive Where met in Report 
Objectives and Context   
x The Neighbourhood Plan’s purpose and objectives are made clear Yes – Introduction 
x Sustainability issues, including international and EC objectives, are 

considered in developing objectives and targets 
Yes  - Appendix C 

x SA objectives are set out clearly and linked to indicators and targets 
where appropriate 

Yes – Chapter 2 

x Links with related plans, programmes and targets are identified and 
explained 

Yes – Appendix C 

x Conflicts that exist between SA objectives and other plan objectives are 
identified and explained 

Yes – Chapter 3 

Scoping  
x The environmental consultation bodies are consulted in appropriate 

ways and at appropriate times on the content and scope of the SA 
report 

Yes 

x The appraisal focuses on significant issues Yes – Chapter 4 
x Technical, procedural and other difficulties encountered are discussed; 

assumptions and uncertainties are made explicit 
Yes – Chapter 3 

x Reasons are given for eliminating issues from further consideration  Yes – Chapter 4 
Options/ Alternatives  
x Realistic alternatives are considered for key issues and the reasons for 

choosing them are documented 
Yes – Chapter 3 

x Alternatives include ‘do nothing’ and/or ‘business as usual’ scenarios 
wherever relevant 

Yes – Chapter 3 

x The sustainability effects (both adverse and beneficial) of each 
alternative are identified and compared 

Yes – Chapter 4 

x Inconsistencies between the alternatives and other relevant plans, 
programmes or policies are identified and explained 

Yes – Chapter 4 

x Reasons are given for the selection or elimination of alternatives N/A 
Baseline Information  
x Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and their 

evolution without the Neighbourhood Plan are described 
Yes – Appendix C 

x Characteristics of the area likely to be significantly affected are 
described, including areas wider than the physical boundary of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area, where it is likely to be affected by the plan 
where practicable 

Yes – Appendices C & F 

x Difficulties such as deficiencies in information or methods are explained Yes – Chapter 3 
Prediction and evaluation of likely significant effects  
x Likely significant social, environmental and economic effects are 

identified, including those listed in the SEA Directive (biodiversity, 
population, human health, flora, fauna, soil, water, air, climate, material 
assets, cultural heritage and landscape) as relevant 

Yes – Chapter 4 
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Requirements in SEA Directive Where met in Report 
x Both positive and negative effects are considered and where practicable 

the duration of effects (short, medium or long) is addressed 
Yes – Chapter 4 

x Likely secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects are identified where 
practicable 

Yes – Chapter 4 

x Inter-relationships between effects are considered where practicable Yes – Chapter 4 
x Where relevant, the prediction and evaluation of effects makes use of 

accepted standards, regulations and thresholds 
Yes – Chapter 4 

x Methods used to evaluate the effects are described Yes – Chapter 4 
Mitigation Measures  
x Measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and offset any significant 

adverse effects of implementing the Neighbourhood Plan 
Yes – Chapter 4 

x Issues to be taken into account in development consents are identified N/A 
The Sustainability Appraisal Report  
x Is clear and concise in layout and presentation Yes 
x Uses simple, clear language and avoids or explains technical terms Yes 
x Uses maps and other illustrations where appropriate N/A 
x Explains the methodology used Yes 
x Explains who was consulted and what methods of consultation were 

used 
Yes – Consultation Report 

x Identifies sources of information, including expert judgement and 
matters of opinion 

Yes – NP  

x Contains a non-technical summary Yes 
Consultation  
x The SA is consulted as an integral part of the plan making process Yes 
x The consultation bodies, other consultees and the public are consulted 

in ways which give them an early and effective opportunity within 
appropriate time frames to express their opinions on the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan and SA Report 

Yes – Consultation Report 
& engagement with East 
Herts 

 Decision making and information about the Decision  
x The SA Report and the opinions of those consulted are taken into 

account in finalising and adopting the Neighbourhood Plan 
Yes 

x An explanation is given of how they have been taken into account To be included in the final 
stage of the Consultation 
Report 

x Reasons are given for choices in the adopted plan in light of other 
reasonable options considered 

In NP 

Monitoring Measures  
x Measures proposed for monitoring are clear, practicable and linked to 

the indicators and objectives used in the SA 
Included in 
Implementation Plan 

x Monitoring is used, where appropriate, during implementation of the 
NP to make good deficiencies in baseline information in the SA 

Included in 
Implementation Plan 

x Monitoring enables unforeseen adverse effects to be identified at an 
early stage (these effects may include predictions which prove to be 
incorrect) 

Included in 
Implementation Plan 

x Proposals are made for action in response to significant adverse effects Post Plan adoption 
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APPENDIX E – Water Management 
E1. East Herts Water Cycle Strategy  

The East Herts Water Cycle Strategy delivers a framework for water resources and water supply 
infrastructure, wastewater treatment, water quality, sewage and flood risk. Building Futures is a 
Hertfordshire Guide to promoting sustainability in development, e.g. reducing run-off through permeable 
paving and rainwater harvesting.  

With regard to Braughing, future development is constrained by the fact that the valley location of the village 
requires adequate sustainable drainage systems. In addition, the wastewater treatment plant that serves the 
locality works to full capacity in its current state. 

Implications for the Neighbourhood Plan and SA  

New development proposed through the Braughing Neighbourhood Plan should be assessed against the 
capacity of local water and sewage infrastructure (in conformity with the Environment Agency and Building 
Futures). As the East Herts District Plan (Draft) states, capacity of local water and sewage infrastructure must 
be increased before new developments start.  
 
E2. Braughing Flood Risk Assessment  

The Environment Agency has published flood maps for planning. The rivers Quin and Rib lie in flood zones 3 
and 2.  

Implications for the Neighbourhood Plan and SA  

As the flood zone affects the stretch of the river within the village envelope, planning will be constrained. In 
addition, planning must also take into consideration flooding from surface water. The Environment Agency 
publishes online an up-to-date map of river levels.  
 

E3. River Basin Management Plans  

The River Basin Management Plans have been drawn up within the framework of the Water Framework 
Directive (WFD), setting out targets for the water environment.  

In 2009 the ecological quality of the rivers Rib and Quin was considered poor, but expected to be moderate 
by 2015.  

In 2009 the water quality of the Quin was tested between Quinbury and its joining with the river Rib. While 
chemistry (ammonia) and biology were given Grade A (very good), nitrates were found at the highest level 
(6). Phosphates were found at low levels (2).  

Implications for the Neighbourhood Plan and SA  

New developments must take into account the targets and objectives of the Water Framework Directive. The 
rivers Rib and Quin are vulnerable chalk rivers and it is important to safeguard their environment by adequate 
sewage treatment and measured water abstraction.  
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APPENDIX F – Landscape Character Assessment 
This section is an abridged and updated version of a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) commissioned 
by EHDC, focussing on the areas that affect Braughing. 

The detailed technical study identifies the distinct landscapes within East Herts by describing their key 
characteristics and natural, historical and cultural features. The document then provides a structured 
evaluation of these landscapes, a landscape strategy and guidelines for each character area. In this way it 
provides an important and valuable framework for assessing planning applications and other landscape 
regulation, conservation and management activities in East Hertfordshire for the benefit of the landscape of 
the district as a whole. 

Landscape is defined as an area ‘as perceived by people whose character is the result of the action and 
interaction of natural and or human factors’ (European Landscape Convention). 

In the study the Parish of Braughing falls into four distinct character areas which are: 

AREA 89     WARESIDE – BRAUGHING UPLANDS 

AREA 91    UPPER RIB VALLEY 

AREA 92   PUCKERIDGE PARKLANDS 

AREA 145  THE QUIN VALLEY 

 

 

           AREA 89   WARESIDE - BRAUGHING UPLANDS 

Location: Uplands east of Standon and Braughing between the Rib and Ash valleys, south to the northern 
edge of Ware. 

Landscape Character: Open, gently undulating arable farmland with clustered settlements and few roads on 
a clay plateau of varying width between the valleys of the rivers Rib and Ash. Can be divided into four sub-
areas: the Fanhams Plateau, the Central Plateau area, Westland/Wellpond Green and Braughing Friars. 

This area represents the largest uninterrupted plateau area in south Herts with the distinctive features of 
hedgerow oaks within fields rather than in hedge line. 

There are few views into this area due to its elevation, but from within there are extensive views over the 
neighbouring valleys to areas beyond. The scale of the landscape elements is large, possibly the largest in 
south Herts, and it is very open landscape. It is also a simple, coherent and productive landscape, ancient and 
tranquil, largely untouched by the 21st century apart from the loss of field boundaries. Minor local variations 
in the balance of arable to woodland or comparative hedgerow cover serve to distinguish sub-areas. 

This landscape area is rare by virtue of its simplicity and large scale. Despite the impact of late 20th century 
arable intensification the hamlets retain their character and provide an historic focus. 

The chief visual impact throughout the area is the loss of hedges and the impact this has on scale. 

Accessibility: Frequency/ density of footpaths, bridlepaths, waymarked routes that are widespread in 
northern part (NB Braughing Parish Paths map), but absent south of Wellpond Green. 
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Community Views: It has been suggested that the many scattered hamlets and farms in Braughing and 
Standon parishes are the result of localised conversion of forested land to arable use, undertaken from two 
nucleated villages that were the original centres of settlement. However, the frequent coincidence between 
Iron Age and Roman small rural settlements and later outlying hamlets (e.g. Bozen Green and Dassels), may 
well indicate a much earlier origin for this punctuated settlement pattern 

Strength of Character: CONSERVE AND STRENGTHEN  

Strategy and guidelines for managing change in the area affecting Braughing: 

This is one of the few areas in which moderation of the distinctiveness of sub-areas could be regarded as 
positive. In the northern part of this area in particular arable intensification has degraded the local landscape 
by removing all vertical features. 

1. Suggest an emphasis on hedgerow replacement with hedgerow trees and the planting of small 
woodlands in appropriate historic locations. 

2. Replant / restore historic hedgerows, using species appropriate to the sub-area, to retain some local 
distinctiveness. 

3. Encourage the planting of new woodland around that which already exists to protect it and increase 
biodiversity. Where possible, use only locally-indigenous species of local provenance. 

4. Ensure that new woodland planting reflects historic land use patterns by following historic woodland 
or field boundary patterns where possible and avoids elimination of historic artefacts, such as ditches 
and banks. This would apply to the medieval hollow ways and sunken lanes in Braughing. 

5. Encourage the planting of hedgerow oaks wherever woodland planting would be inappropriate. 
6. Wherever the loss of ponds is unavoidable, ensure that replacement ponds of at least equivalent 

nature conservation potential are created. 
7. Encourage a reversion of arable to grassland and management of grassland sites to maximise 

biodiversity potential. 
8. Encourage the management of woodland to promote age diversity and a species- rich ground flora. 

Management strategies may include the maintenance of high forest, coppice, coppice–with-
standards or wood pasture. 

9. Encourage the dissemination of information about the historic and ecological value of veteran and 
parkland trees. 

AREA 91    UPPER RIB VALLEY 

Location:  The Rib Valley and slopes between Barwick Ford and Braughing. 

Landscape Character: Variable valley landform, within which water courses are not a significant feature, 
opening out to a broader undulating arable valley. Between Barwick Ford and The Lordship, and again around 
Braughing, it is an undulating arable valley, whereas north and south of Standon it is much narrower. The 
ancient settlements on the valley slopes are a notable feature. 

Key Characteristics: 

x Undulating valley landform, generally quite open but narrowing towards Standon. 
x Arable production 
x Tributary valleys (Braughing Warren Bourne and Braughing Bourne) of similar scale and 

characteristics to main river valley. 
x Hamlets and isolated farmsteads with significant ancient settlements at Standon, Puckeridge and 

Braughing. 
x Similarity of opposing valley slopes. 
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The Rib is classified by the Environment Agency (EA) as a salmonid river and supports exceptionally diverse 
groups of invertebrates, ranking in the top 5 – 10% nationally. It is very meandering in this area, especially 
between Latchford and Standon, but is a significant feature in the villages of Braughing and Green End and is 
fed in its upper reaches by Braughing Bourne and the river Quin from the east and north. 

Historical and Cultural Influences: Braughing and Standon are significant ancient settlements within the 
valley, but beyond their boundaries arable cultivation prevails and it has been thought that little of the former 
field pattern remains. However, Thompson, I. points out that the current field pattern to the east of 
Braughing sits within a pre-enclosure open field system, so that the current fields are actually subdivisions of 
much larger early medieval common fields. 

Community Views: All the locations that include fords, and the stretches of valley in between, are noted for 
their distinctiveness, alongside mention of historic and cultural associations. Indeed, the Rib valley as a whole 
is one of the most valued landscapes in the district.  

The Rib Valley is recognised as a High Biodiversity Area (HBA) for its wetlands and woodlands.  

Strength of character: CONSERVE AND RESTORE 

Strategy and guidelines for the area affecting Braughing:  

x Promote the development of natural woodland around large blocks of ancient woodland and ensure 
that developers and landowners are aware of this objective. 

x Intensive agricultural practices prevent the establishment of an ecological and landscape corridor 
along the Rib, which would provide food, cover and a migratory route for wildlife. 

x Encourage landowners to establish buffer zones along the water courses to prevent run-off from 
herbicides, pesticides and fertilizer and to provide wildlife havens. Where possible, link these buffer 
zones to the wider landscape via hedges, field margins and woodland. 

x Encourage landowners to safeguard existing hedges, increase hedged field boundaries, create 
permanent grass strips around field margins and prevent spray drift using available financial 
incentives. 

x Use ancient wood, hedge and field boundaries, including banks and ditches, to identify the most 
appropriate locations for woodland expansion on the steeper valley slopes. 

x Use only indigenous species of local provenance wherever possible. 
x Encourage landowners and developers to retain and increase ponds and wetland areas to enhance 

their visual and wildlife functions. 
x Promote the use of low density stock grazing as a management technique. 
x Ensure that local inhabitants are aware of the objective of creating a ‘necklace’ of inter-connected 

wetland habitats along the river valley. 
x Encourage the planting of woodland species along the watercourses, such as willow and black poplar. 

 

AREA 92 PUCKERIDGE PARKLANDS 

Location: Group of disturbed parklands along the A10 Roman road, on the upper slopes of the Rib valley. 

Key Characteristics:  

x Undulating east-facing slope. 
x Former parkland, disturbed by current land use with no settlements. 
x Well wooded. 
x Estate arable farmland with isolated farms. 
x Mature parkland trees. 
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x Of note to Braughing Parish is Hamel’s Park, including the golf course. 
x The current house at Hamels is set in ‘pleasure grounds’ laid out in the mid-19th century and 

separated from the park by a ha-ha. There are many mature specimen trees – cedar, redwood, horse 
chestnut and London plane. 

Strength of character: CONSERVE AND STRENGTHEN. 

Strategy and guidelines for managing change:  

x Encourage the replacement of softwoods in plantations with indigenous native deciduous 
communities and management to re-establish a species-rich ground flora. 

x Use ancient wood, hedge and field boundaries, including banks and ditches, to identify the most 
appropriate location for woodland expansion. 

x Use only indigenous species of local provenance where possible. 
x Survey and manage parkland and veteran trees for biodiversity value. 
x Encourage new planting to maintain age diversity. Landscape improvements should respect the 

historic context of existing features and the form and character of parklands and gardens. 
Ornamental species should be used only to replace damaged or over-mature specimens, where 
possible. 

x Hard landscaping details such as steps, balustrades, pond copings, statuary and urns should be 
conserved. Replacements should be in facsimile and in natural materials. Gazebos, temples, follies, 
grottoes, obelisks, park bridges, ice houses, terraces, ha-has, boundary walls, gates and gate piers 
should contribute to the planned landscape and its setting. 

x Replacement, renovated or new features should be architect-designed and in keeping with their 
original setting. 

x Encourage reversion from arable use to pasture and grassland. 
x Discourage the ploughing of grasslands within parklands. 
x Encourage landowners and developers to retain and increase ponds and wetland areas to enhance 

their visual and wildlife functions. 
x Promote the use of low density stock grazing as a management technique. 
x Initiate discussion on public access to woodland areas on fringes of the estate for informal recreation. 
x Any design proposals for a bypass of the A10 should reflect the historic importance of this area, its 

landscape character and the traditional field pattern. Amenity planting along a new road which did 
not follow the ‘grain’ of the landscape would be unacceptable. New planting should use locally 
indigenous trees and shrubs and reflect planting mixes found locally. 

AREA 145   QUIN VALLEY 

Location: Valley of the River Quin located to the north of Braughing, extending northwards along the B1368 
to Biggin Bridge (south of Barkway). Incorporates the settlements of Hare St and Great Hormead. 

 

Key Characteristics: 

x Shallow valley with gently sloping sides. 
x Open arable farmland. 
x Small settlements and individual properties along the B1368. 
x Fragmented hedges. 
x Frequent extensive views along and across the valley. 
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x Absence of woodland and few mature trees which early map and crop mark evidence suggests have 
not been a significant component of the landscape since a very early date. 

Wildlife and Vegetation: 

At its southern end in Braughing, vegetation - hawthorn and willow especially - forms a low tunnel over the 
river, which joins the Rib a few hundred metres south of Braughing’s main ford. This provides an excellent 
wildlife corridor and habitat for many water birds, in particular kingfishers, herons, egrets, moorhens and 
mallard. 

Its floodplain around this part has flower-rich water meadows. 

Archaeology: 

Mesolithic deposits have been found in situ at Pentlows Farm and Neolithic flintwork at several points around 
the village. Bronze Age metalwork has been found near Warren Farm and presumed Bronze Age flintwork at 
several locations. 

A band of Iron Age and Roman settlement has been demonstrated from Wickham Hill,  to the south of  
Braughing, along the east side of the village and as far north as Mutton Hall. Roman settlement has been 
found on the Pearce’s Farm Shop site to the south- west and there is a presumed second Roman bath house 
at the foot of Bingles Wood. There is a known Roman cemetery along the north side of Ford Street and other 
evidence of Roman settlement has been found scattered throughout the village. Six Roman roads converge 
on the Wickham Hill site. The full extent of this settlement is not yet known. 

Braughing was the site of the largest Iron Age mint found in Europe to date.  

Braughing was the site of a Saxon Minster church and traces of this semi-monastic location were found during 
the archaeological investigation prior to the construction of Pentlows Meadow. 

The Iron Age, Roman and Saxon archaeology of the parish has been designated ‘of National Significance’, and 
there are 300 acres of Scheduled Monument at the southern end of the village. Some of the discoveries made 
are of European importance. 

Accessibility: Footpaths and bridleways cross the valley at regular intervals within the area, among them the 
waymarked ‘Hertfordshire Way’. There are also open and extensive views from Pentlows Hill. 

Strength of character: IMPROVE AND CONSERVE. 

Strategy and guidelines for managing change: 

x Ensure new planting is encouraged within the area and that landscape improvements respect the 
historic context of existing features and the form and character of parkland and gardens. Ornamental 
species should be used only to replace damaged or over mature species. 

x Protect the remaining river valley habitats of nature conservation interest, especially where they 
contribute to a suite of habitats such as neutral grassland, running water, wet grassland, valley or 
floodplain woodland and grazing marsh. This is very evident in much of the lower Quin valley, from 
Quinbury Farm south through Braughing’s two fords and on to where the Quin meets the Rib near 
the old Braughing railway station. 

x Resist development that could lower the water table within river valleys and affect wetland habitats. 
x Promote the enhancement of the river Quin and its tributaries by the creation of wetland landscape 

features such as reed beds, ponds and scrapes. 
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x Promote the management of existing riparian trees, pollarding where appropriate to emphasise the 
line of the watercourse. 

x Promote the creation of buffer zones between intensive arable production and important semi-
natural habitats and the creation of links between them. 

x Conserve unimproved and semi -improved grassland wherever possible, avoiding agricultural 
improvements to reduce their acid or calcareous nature in order to maintain their native 
conservation value. 

x Traffic calming measures, where considered necessary, must be of a scale and design that relate to 
the local landscape character of the settlement. The use of unsympathetic materials, such as 
concrete paviors, coloured concrete and brightly-coloured road markings should be avoided and 
kerbing should be kept to a minimum. 

x Maintain and develop the traditional pattern of roadside verges as a local feature and a wildlife 
resource. Where development is likely to affect verges and damage is unavoidable, development 
should include protection of the remaining verge and replacement of its nature conservation value 
within the proposed scheme. This is particularly important where verges include hedgebanks, sunken 
lanes, ditches, hedges and hedgerow trees. 

x Encourage the development of an improved network of rights of way, along the valley especially so 
as to provide enhanced recreational opportunities for residents. 

x Abstraction of water from the river can cause immense damage, especially in times of drought. 
Action needs to be taken to halt the practice. 
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APPENDIX G – Local Planning Policies (emerging East Herts District Plan) 
 

POLICY HA1 DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS 

I. Development proposals should preserve and enhance the historic environment of East Herts. 

II. Development proposals that would harm the significance of a designated heritage asset will not be 
permitted unless it can be demonstrated that the harm or loss is necessary to achieve substantial public 
benefits that outweigh that harm or loss. 

III. Where there is evidence of neglect of, or damage to, a heritage asset, the deteriorated state of the 
heritage asset will not be taken into account in any decision. 

IV. The Council will, as part of a positive strategy, pursue opportunities for the conservation and enjoyment 
of the historic environment recognising its role and contribution in achieving sustainable development. 

 

POLICY HA2 NON-DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS 

I. The Council will engage with local communities to identify undesignated heritage assets that contribute 
to local distinctiveness and refer to existing information in the historic environment record. 

II. Where a proposal would adversely affect a non-designated heritage asset, regard will be had to the scale 
of any harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset. 

 

POLICY HA3 ARCHAEOLOGY 

I. Where a site has the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest (whether scheduled 
or unscheduled), applicants should consult with the Hertfordshire Historic Environment Unit to submit an 
appropriate desk based assessment and, where necessary, the results of a field evaluation, prior to the 
submission of an application. 

II. Where development is permitted on sites containing archaeological remains, planning permission will be 
subject to conditions and/or formal agreements requiring appropriate excavation and recording in advance 
of development and the subsequent storage and display of material. 

 

POLICY HA4 CONSERVATION AREAS 

I. New development, extensions and alterations to existing buildings in Conservation Areas will be 
permitted provided that they preserve or enhance the special interest, character or appearance of the 
area.  

Development proposals outside a Conservation Area which affect its setting will be considered likewise. 
Proposals will be expected to: 

(a) Respect established building lines, layouts and patterns; 

(b) Use materials and adopt design details which reinforce local character and are traditional to the 
area; 
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(c) Be of a scale, proportion, form, height, design and overall character that accords with and 
complements the surrounding area; 

(d) In the case of alterations and extensions, be complementary and sympathetic to the parent 
building; and 

(e) Conform to any ‘Conservation Area Character Appraisals’ prepared by the District Council and 
safeguard all aspects which contribute to the area's special interest and significance, including 
important views and green spaces.  

(f) Where development proposals derive from Conservation Area Management Proposals the duty 
to preserve and enhance will be applied. Development proposals, including minor development 
under an Article 4 direction, will be expected to ‘preserve’ surviving architectural features 
identified as being significant to the character or appearance of the area or, where previously lost, 
to ‘enhance’ that character and appearance through the authentic restoration of those lost 
features, 

 

II. Permission for the demolition of buildings or structures within a Conservation Area will only be 
granted if it makes no positive contribution to the character of the Conservation Area and the 
replacement is of good design and satisfies the above requirements of this policy. 

 

POLICY HA7 LISTED BUILDINGS 

I. The Council will actively seek opportunities to sustain and enhance the significance of Listed Buildings and 
ensure that they are in viable uses consistent with their conservation. 

II. In considering applications the Council will ensure that proposals involving the alteration, extension, or 
change of use of a Listed Building will only be permitted where: 

(a) The proposal would not have any adverse effect on the architectural and historic character or 
appearance of the interior or exterior of the building or its setting; and 

(b) The proposal respects the scale, design, materials and finishes of the existing building(s), and 
preserves its historic fabric. 

III. Proposals that affect the setting of a Listed Building will only be permitted where the setting of the 
building is preserved and enhanced. 
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APPENDIX H – East Herts comments re. Regulation 14 Consultation 
 

Site 1 (POLICY 5) 

General Comment - The site is well shielded from the public realm; hence it is not identified as good open 
space on the Character Map attached to the Conservation Area Appraisal. However, good urban design will 
be essential to the delivery of a suitable development scheme.  

Criterion 7 – Stipulating a specific number of storeys for the development may restrict the type of housing 
design that comes forward eg. a chalet bungalow, which may not be the most appropriate type of 
development to come forward on the site. Consider incorporating words such as scale, height, and 
topography into the policy wording to guide the design of the development coming forward. 

Verbal comment - Consider adding the removal of permitted development rights on development on this 
site to prevent roof levels being raised, unsightly extensions and additional structures within the garden 
areas. 

 

Site 2 (POLICY 6) 

Criterion 8 – Stipulating a specific number of storeys for the development may restrict the type of housing 
design that comes forward eg. a chalet bungalow, which may not be the most appropriate type of 
development to come forward on the site. Consider incorporating words such as scale, height, topography 
into the policy wording to guide the design of the development coming forward 

 

Site 3 (POLICY 7) 

General Comment - The Ford Street Barns are a mix of neutral and those making a ‘positive contribution to 
the Conservation Area’ but they are all curtilage structures so future development will need to be of a high 
standard. 

 

SITE 4 (POLICY 8) 

Criterion 8 – Stipulating a specific number of storeys for the development may restrict the type of housing 
design that comes forward eg. a chalet bungalow, which may not be the most appropriate type of 
development to come forward on the site. Consider incorporating words such as scale, height, and 
topography into the policy wording to guide the design of the development coming forward. 
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