
East Herts Development Scenarios for HCC Education – April 2016 

Settlement No. 
units 

HCC comments 

Bishop’s 
Stortford 
 

1767 Primary 
A new 2FE primary school is proposed in Bishop's Stortford South.  A further 2FE reserve school site is 
required in the town to meet the additional need arising from new development. 
 
Secondary 
The new 6FE secondary school at Bishop's Stortford North is anticipated to meet the peak yield from the 
development as well as the demand from the existing community in the medium term.   
 
HCC are working with all schools in the secondary planning area to ensure sufficient places are 
provided.  This may include the provision of additional secondary school places at Whittington Way. 

Hertford 
 

850 to 
1100  

Primary 
There is some capacity in existing primary schools which, together with a 1FE expansion of Hollybush, 
should provide sufficient places to meet the permanent need.  Temporary expansions of existing schools 
may be required to meet peaks in demand. 
 
Secondary 
The secondary planning area covers both Hertford and Ware.  There is estimated to be between 6 and 
6.5FE of expansion potential in existing schools subject to further feasibility.  If the maximum 
development (3100 units) comes forward in both towns there will be a need for a new 6FE secondary 
school.   
 
The timing for the provision of new places would need to be determined once more information is 
available regarding the type, size, tenure and delivery of these developments.  Depending on the level of 
demand it may be preferable to provide a new school to the North of Ware in advance of expanding 
existing schools. 



Sawbridgeworth 
 

525 Primary 
The expansion of Mandeville would provide the additional 1FE need arising from the proposed housing.  
However, this is dependent upon the site North of West Road coming forward early in the plan period 
with the additional land and access to enable the school to expand. 
 
Secondary 
Leventhorpe has capacity to expand to meet the additional 1FE of demand. 

Stevenage 600 Primary 
A new primary school site is to be provided as part of the development.  This should be provided on a 
2FE site. 
 
Secondary 
This development whilst located in East Herts would look to Stevenage for secondary provision.  This 
development would therefore form part of the Stevenage secondary strategy. 

Ware 300 to 
2000 

Primary 
The demand from 300 units could be managed through the temporary expansion of existing schools in 
Ware.  Beyond 300 units new schools should be provided within the development to accommodate the 
demand.  These should be provided on 2FE sites to enable expansion as the housing comes forward. 
 
Secondary 
The secondary planning area covers both Hertford and Ware.  There is estimated to be between 6 and 
6.5FE of expansion potential in existing schools subject to further feasibility.  If the maximum 
development (3100 units) comes forward in both towns there will be a need for a new 6FE secondary 
school.  
 
The timing for the provision of new places would need to be determined once more information is 
available regarding the type, size, tenure and delivery of these developments.  Depending on the level of 
demand it may be preferable to provide a new school to the North of Ware in advance of expanding 
existing schools. 

Welwyn Garden 
City 

1,350 This site forms part of a larger development that includes land within Welwyn Hatfield Borough.  New 
school provision at both primary and secondary level should be provided to meet the need arising from 
the proposed housing. 

 


