
 
 
Scattering of Ashes on East Herts Council Open Spaces 

 
Guidance Document – April 2015 
 

The Council has not adopted a formal policy relating to the scattering of ashes but whilst 
considering previous requests, Environmental Services have developed this guidance 
document. 

 
We aim to ensure our parks and open spaces can be used and enjoyed by as many people 
as possible for as many diverse activities as we can.  We consider how we can 

accommodate people’s needs fairly and sensitively.   As with any request to carry out an 
activity in our parks we consider how that might affect other users, the environment and our 
maintenance regimes. 

 
We are aware that families are increasingly choosing to scatter ashes at favourite beauty 
spots or in places that their loved ones were fond of.   The general consensus amongst 

professionals in this field is that there are no legal restrictions to prevent this but it is widely 
accepted that relatives should seek the landowner’s permission.   
 

Where we are able to satisfy some simple criteria we will provide our permission and of 
course will offer our condolences at such a sad time.  If we decide that a requested location 

is inappropriate we will try to suggest a more suitable site.  There may be occasions when 
we are unable to help. 
 

We will not agree to people scattering ashes in all our public parks and gardens, especially 
in urban areas.  Many of our parks are relatively small and visited by high numbers of 
people.  If relatives wish to conduct a ceremony, it is unlikely that they will have the privacy 

or space that they need to make it a special event.    Some of our parks are environmentally 
sensitive or need to be maintained to high ornamental standards.  Some sites however, such 
as The Warren woodland are natural spaces with a fair degree of seclusion where residents 

would be able to scatter their relative’s ashes without adversely affecting others’ enjoyment 
of the park or causing any damage to the environment.   
 

Once we have agreed a location, we simply ask that people let us know when they would 
like to proceed so we can make a note in our events database.  This information will not of 
course be shared outside the authority but means that, should we receive any enquiries, our 

helpdesk will be aware of the permission. 
 

We receive some requests for memorial plaques in our parks and do not allow these other 
than upon benches.  We will not permit residents to use park trees or other features in the 
park as memorials or to leave flowers or personal items.  We feel that this sort of 

remembering of loved ones is best confined to our local cemeteries.   If residents wish to 
arrange a bench plaque we can provide details of the cost of benches and discuss a suitable 
location.  We may decide in some of our parks that there are already sufficient benches.   

 
The planting of a memorial tree may be authorised where there is sufficient space and need.  
Species choice is determined by the surrounding landscape.   

 



We ask that people do not make any permanent marks or leave items at locations where 
they have scattered ashes or where a tree has been authorised.  We are happy to provide a 

map of the chosen site so that relatives are able to record the location.  We appreciate that 
relatives are likely to want to remember the site and record it for future generations and feel 
that this is the best way to do this. 

 
 
We would also suggest to those disposing of ashes that they provide a courtesy note to 

Parish Councils as Burial Authorities.  In 50 years’ time there may be mystified searchers or 
historians and a routine search place will still be burial records.  A note in them would be a 
help to researchers of all kinds. 

 
We have reviewed some of the information we are aware of about scattering ashes and ask 
that residents consider the following: 

 

 Scatter in a secluded area, ideally away from other people and avoiding the main 

pathways 

 Be aware of the environment - avoid areas of special conservation and try not to 

disturb the ground 

 Try to avoid busy periods such as Bank Holidays,  if choosing a popular spot then 

sunset or sunrise will be less busy 

 Try to avoid windy days, be aware of the direction of wind and proximity of family 

members and other park users 

 Avoid scattering on land where animals are grazing 

 It is probably better to hold a discreet, informal gathering rather than an official 

ceremony 

 You might find it easier to use an ashes scattering container known as a ‘scatter 

tube’ to help you scatter the ashes 

 The ashes should not be scattered in one solid mass on the ground and should be 
scattered evenly 

 
Things to consider when making a record of the day: 
 

 Where – Simple enough but be detailed, so for example:  Hazel Wood, 50m to the 

easy of the main bridge 

 What time of day – When did you conduct your scattering eg. dawn, midday, sunset  

 When – The date – Any particular reason why you have chosen this date? A birthday 

or anniversary? 

 Why – Why you’ve chosen to scatter there, this might help future generations to 

understand the significance 

 Who – Who was there at this special occasion 

 Details/Readings – did everyone sprinkle some ashes? Did anyone say a few words?  

 

 
We do not require the completion of any formal application request.  Relatives can email our 
Business Support Team at operations.admin@eastherts.gov.uk or telephone us on 01279 

655261 to arrange for one of our Area Environmental Inspectors to consider their request. 
Their request will be logged on our Mayrise customer enquiry database.  The inspector will 
consult with the Parks and Open Spaces Manager before making a decision.   Once a 

location has been agreed we only need confirmation of the relative’s full name and address 
and the approximate time and date they are planning to visit.  We don’t need to know the 
precise location but ask that they keep slightly away from the main footpaths and follow our 

general guidance.  We will email or write to applicants to confirm permission. 
 
 

Ian Sharratt 
Environment Manager – Open Spaces      
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